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Denham’s right and wrong 
COMMUNITIES MINISTER John Denham 
sparked controversy last month when he said it was 
time for a more sophisticated approach that 
recognised that economic disadvantage was also 
tied up with class and poverty. Certainly Britain 
is not the place it was twenty or thirty years. 
There have been huge improvements in some 
aspects of race relations and despite the rise of 
support for the BNP Britain is still a more 
integrated country then most others in Europe. 

Likewise, Denham is correct to point to class 
being a major contributor to poverty. For too long 
this Government has not given enough attention 
to the plight of those white working class 
communities who have been increasingly left 
behind in modern Britain. Addressing their 
grievances and needs is long overdue. 

However, giving more attention to the white 
working class should not be at the expense of 
supporting black and Asian communities who 
continue to face huge disadvantage and 
discrimination. It should not be a case of robbing 
Peter to pay Paul. It is exactly this approach which 
pits one group against another and feeds 
resentment and support for the BNP. 

Of course there is an emerging black and Asian 
middle class but the experience for the majority of 
ethnic minorities in Britain remains very difficult. 
For them there is the disadvantage of race and 
class — a double whammy of discrimination. 
Unemployment remains twice that of the national 
average, the lack of promotion, workplace 
harassment and poor housing are also a 
disproportionately common experience for many 
ethnic minorities. Now there is the rising 
Islamophobia which stigmatises and alienates 
Muslims even further. 

The needs of some white working class 
communities must be addressed but it must not be 
at the expense of others as Denham’s comments 
were certainly reported. Race and class are both 
factors in determining poverty and life chances; it 
is just that some people experience both. 


EDL shows true colours 

Despite the public pronouncements of EDL 
leaders most of those attending its protest in 
Stoke-on-Trent last month clearly demonstrated a 
racist and violent agenda. While the EDL brings 
together a wide plethora of people with different 
agendas it is clear that its opposition to Islamic 
extremist conceals a deep-rooted racism and 
hostility to all ethnic minorities. Perhaps it is time 
for those who have played down the EDL threat — 
such as the Daily Star and some sections of the 
Home Office — actually attend one of these 
unpleasant gatherings rather than taking the words 
of EDL leaders at face value. ~= 
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‘Stinking hypocrisy’ 


The BNP verdict on Haiti aid 


By David Williams 


he earthquake that hit Haiti on 
12 January is estimated to have 
killed between 100,000 and 
200,000 people and left 1.5 
million homeless, making it one of the 
worst humanitarian disasters in living 
memory. As Searchlight went to press, 
75,000 people had been buried in mass 
graves and hundreds had had limbs 
amputated, with only basic medical 
equipment, to avoid gangrene or other 
traumas. The earthquake, centred upon 
the Haitian capital of Port-au-Prince, 
measured 7.0 on the Richter scale 
and was followed a week later by an 
aftershock measuring 6.1, bringing 
further devastation and terror to 
hundreds of thousands of Haitians still 
without food and water. 

The disaster elicited a characteristic 
and immediate outpouring of aid and 
charity from people and governments 
across the world. Rescue teams who 
flocked to Haiti had, at the time of 
writing, pulled 121 people from 
collapsed buildings. The US and UN 
have poured thousands of troops into 
the country to stabilise its security and 
help distribute aid. 


Griffin's response 

The reaction of the British National 
Party and its leader Nick Griffin fell a 
long way short of the benchmark of 
compassion and human solidarity set by 
the rest of the world. Griffin's initial 
reaction to the disaster, posted on 
Facebook and Twitter, read: “While the 
Haiti earthquake is terrible, the winter 
death toll in Britain will be similar. 
No aid here though.” 


His follow-up statement stooped even 
lower. “Sending aid to rioting ingrates 
while our own people die is stinking 
elite hypocrisy,” he wrote. Griffin's 
description of Haitians in dire need as 
ungrateful, violent savages — the word 
“ingrates” derives from the Latin 
word for “ungrateful” — is nothing short 
of despicable. Most people have borne 
the tragedy with unimaginable fortitude. 
Griffin, however, chooses to portray as 
characteristic, incidents of looting by a 
desperate minority of homeless, starving 
and traumatised people, in a country in 
which all government and civil society 
has collapsed, and to whom aid has been 
slow to reach. 

Griffin was only interested in using 
Haiti’s suffering for petty politicking. 
This was highlighted in an email he 
sent to the other British MEPs in the 
European Parliament on 19 January 
challenging them to donate that day’s 
attendance allowance to the relief 
effort. Only if they a// did so would 
he do likewise. 

As Griffin knew well, his attendance 
allowance was perfectly safe. No MEP 
was likely to join his initiative let alone 
all of them. Without trying to find out 
whether individual MEPs had already 
donated, Griffin tried to cajole them 
into this pathetic charade by claiming 
that he had already received press 
enquiries on the subject. He had, but 
only because he had previously tipped 
off the press about the stunt, which was 
nothing but an act of shallow self- 
aggrandisement. He — subsequently 
delivered the same challenge as a speech 
in the European Parliament. 


In describing aid to Haiti as “stinking 
hypocrisy”, Griffin, whose party 
manifesto pledges to scrap all foreign 
aid, developmental and humanitarian, 
showed he had no concept of humanity 
or compassion. It was “a disaster in 
someone else's back yard,” Griffin 
insisted. Trying to justify his lack of 
charity, Griffin claimed that 50,000 
British pensioners would die this winter 
because of because of the cold and 
“across Europe the death toll will run 
into hundreds of thousands”. 

As always, Griffin's claims are based 
on a misrepresentation of the facts. It is 
true that this winter there will be an 
appalling number of deaths caused by 
the cold. In 2008/09 there were 36,700 
“excess winter deaths”, the highest 
number since 1999/2000. The Office of 
National Statistics calculates excess 
winter deaths as the number of deaths 
in winter (December to March) 
minus the average of non-winter deaths 
(those in the preceding August to 
November and following April to July) 
to determine how the cold affects 
mortality. It is estimated that 130,000 
people over 65 have died in the past few 
years largely from respiratory or cardio- 
vascular ailments that have been 
exacerbated by the cold and which may 
not become apparent until several days 
after exposure. 

Dreadful as this is, contrary to 
Griffin’s assertions the elderly are not 
left to their own devices while money 
that could be spent on them goes to 
“rioting ingrates’. The government 
is not robbing Peter to pay Paul. 
The international aid and _ health 


Lee Barnes, the BNP’s legal officer, would refuse to send rescue teams to any international disasters. 
Much of Haiti was levelled in the earthquake, which buried tens of thousands of people 


budgets are separate. The BNP in its 
wisdom — or lack of it — pledges to do 
away with the international aid budget, 
its myopic “nationalism” leading the 
party profoundly to misunderstand 
the role of aid in international affairs 
and economics. 

And while Griffin uses the issue of 
Haiti to attack the Labour government 
he conveniently forgets that it was the 
Labour government that instituted the 
winter fuel payment in 1997, which 
currently gives £250 to people aged 60 
to 79 and £400 to those aged 80 and 
over. This is in addition to cold weather 
payments (of 425 if the cold lasts for 
seven consecutive days) as well as 
special grants and tariffs offered by gas 
and electricity suppliers. The sums of 
money involved every year dwarf the £6 
million that the government initially 
pledged in relief to Haiti, whose people 
are faced with the complete structural 
collapse of civil society, a prospect hard 
to comprehend. 

The situation in Britain is far from 
perfect, nobody would dispute that, but 
it is a far cry from the picture painted by 
the BNP. The fact that both Age 
Concern and Help the Aged are 
currently campaigning on behalf of the 
Disasters and Emergencies Committee 
(DEC) appeal for Haiti provides an 
eloquent refutation of the BNP’s hate- 
filled counsel of despair. 


The wider BNP reaction 

Not to be out done in the race to 
the bottom, however, Lee Barnes, the 
BNP’s legal officer, vied with Griffin to 


be even more contemptible. To start 


with Barnes went 10,000 better than his 
leader to claim 60,000 elderly Brits 
would die of hypothermia this winter. 
“I am frankly sick and tired of seeing 
media stories about simpering white 
people in some foreign hell hole run by 
the most violent and corrupt despots on 
the planet, swanning about before the 
cameras acting smug and superior over 
dealing with ‘johnny foreigners’ whilst 
ignoring the devastation, mass deaths 
and tens of thousands of dying people 
in their own countries,” railed Barnes. 

If that were not enough Barnes added 
with particular malice: “Its [sic] about 
time these people [the Haitians] took 
care of themselves and stopped relying 
on us to save them”. 

In Barnes’s warped world the Haitians 
would be denied not only aid but rescue 
too. “Before ANY teams from Britain 
are sent abroad to assist in international 
humanitarian disasters,” raved Barnes, 
“they should first be forced to volunteer 
for a few years working with the most 
vulnerable people in their own country.” 
Accusing rescue teams and aid workers 
of being involved in “disaster tourism’ is 
surely a new low even for an embittered 
loser such as Barnes. He believes that 
these people are “selfish, stupid liberal 
scum” who place their “own” people last. 
The mind boggles. 

Barnes was not the only racist in the 
BNP to have a humanitarian bypass. 
Wigan BNP claimed falsely that there 
was no aid flowing to Haiti from 
Muslim or African countries and that 
“the world would crumble if it wasn’t for 
the generosity of Whitey and the non- 
Muslim Asiatics”. 


The pity of all this is that it is nothing 
new. In 2005 the BNP condemned the 
relief effort for the Indian Ocean 
Tsunami that killed 230,000 in 14 
countries as a “devious” way to flood 
Britain with immigrants and an 
imperialist plot to exploit the world 
economically. The BNP attacked the 
public for donating to the relief effort, 
sneering at them for being fooled by the 
“Cult of Conspicuous Compassion’. 
The BNP website tried to minimise the 
death toll claiming that there was little 
to distinguish this natural disaster from 
gales lashing the coast of Scotland or 
flooding in Cumbria. Nothing perhaps 
except the stupendous death toll and 
the amount of destruction! 

If anything Griffin’s reaction to the 
crisis in Haiti and previous disasters 
reveals that he is no politician but a 
racist agitator whose lack of humanity 
and compassion highlights his 
complete lack of moral authority on 
any of the issues he seeks to exploit 
for his own personal gain. The BNP 
resents the concept of human 
solidarity. It cannot comprehend the 
generosity of human spirit that ignores 
skin colour, which explains why its 
leadership has failed to react with 
anything other than foetid, racist 
contempt for the victims of one of 
the world’s major human disasters. 
It resents the bravery and self-sacrifice 
of others who are striving to help those 
in the most desperate need. 

If anything the BNP’s response 
proves, yet again, that the party has 
nothing to offer the nation or indeed 
humanity in general. ~ 


BNP terrorist jailed for 


weapons and explosives | 
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Simon Cressy 


A BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
member from Kirklees built up an 
arsenal of potentially deadly weapons 
and planned to use them on a local 
address he mistakenly linked to a 
terrorist involved in the London 
bombings of 7 July 2005. 

Terence Gavan was sentenced to a 
total of 11 years in prison on 15 
January after pleading guilty last 
November to 22 charges involving 
explosives, firearms and collecting 
information useful for terrorism over a 
ten-year period. 

At his home in Batley, West 
Yorkshire, Gavan had 54 improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs) and more 
than 30 firearms, some of which he had 
made or modified himself. While there 
was no evidence that he had ever used 
any of the IEDs or firearms against 
anyone, he certainly had the capability 
to kill or maim. 

Gavan, a bus driver, was arrested on 
21 May 2009 under the Terrorism Act 
2000 on suspicion of the commission, 
preparation or instigation of acts of 
terrorism. West Yorkshire Police had 
no idea of his activities until they 
came across his name as part of a larger 
investigation into the manufacture 
of firearms. 

It took police and Army bomb 
disposal officers six days to search 
his room and explode some of the 
devices to make them safe. During 
that time shocked neighbours had to 
be evacuated. 

Gaven had amassed numerous 
explosive items, including the IEDs, 
some of which incorporated shrapnel, 
nails or  ball-bearings, explosive 
materials, chemicals and pyrotechnics. 
The court heard that one booby- 
trapped device was an apparently sealed 
packet of cigarettes that would detonate 
when foil packaging was torn off. 

Other devices were hidden in 
whisky bottles and aerosols, turning 
them into a form of pipe bomb, the 
weapon of choice of the terrorist wings 


of US nazi groups. 


Also found were 120 rounds of 
homemade or modified ammunition, 
component parts of firearms and 
ammunition, and materials, equipment 
and tools that could be used to make 
firearms and ammunition, including a 
lathe and bullet presses. There were 
also materials for making further 
devices, including weed killer, hydrogen 
peroxide and gunpowder. 

The firearms included shotguns, 
pistols and revolver gas guns. Three of 
the guns were loaded. Gavan also had a 
crossbow and 40 blades, including a 
Samurai sword, and was apparently in 
the process of building a rocket launcher. 

The 39-year-old former soldier, who 
lived with his mother, had amassed the 
material over a ten-year period. 

After his arrest Gavan confirmed to 
the police that he was a gold member of 
the BNP, in which he held membership 
number 130757. BNP literature was 
found at his home. 

Sentencing Gavan, Mr Justice 
Calvert-Smith told the Old Bailey: 
“There is no case in which such a 
long and persistent course of 
manufacture of both guns and 
explosives, combined with possession of 
material likely to be useful to those who 
commit terrorist acts, has ever been 
before a court before”. 

Police found a list of names, addresses 
and personal details of four people at his 
home in Colbeck Terrace, including a 
woman who had featured in a television 
documentary as a neighbour of one of 
the al-Qaeda London bombers. 

In one of several notebooks found in a 
locked bedroom, Gavan had written: 
“A patriot must always be ready to 
defend his country against enemies and 
their governments”. 

Gavan revealed that he had been 
making bombs since the age of ten, 
saying he had “an obsession with things 
that went bang’. He also had 
camouflage clothing, a phone book used 
for target practice, bomb-making 
manuals, books and magazines about 
guns and the military and an electronic 


copy of the infamous Anarchists’ 
Cookbook, described as a “how to” 
manual about anarchism and explosives. 

Gavan had served in the RAF and the 
Royal Dragoon Guards, where he was 
trained to use weapons. During that 
period he was disciplined nine times, 
once for possessing live rounds, 
and spent several months in military 
detention. 

He was discharged from the Army 
when he was jailed for six months at 
Bradford Crown Court in November 
1993 after he produced a firearm in 
a “threatening manner” during an 
argument in a pub in Dewsbury. 

The BNP’s deputy leader, Simon 
Darby, tried to justify Gavan’s actions. 
‘It’s the inevitable consequence of 
enforced multiculturalism. You are 
going to get more and more incidents 
like this,” he said. 

Chris Beverley, Yorkshire organiser 
of the BNP, echoed Darby’s words. 
“It is a sign of the way in which 
multiculturalism has taken over. This is 
what is happening, people are becoming 
very frustrated and there has to be 
a reason why he has gone down this 
road. Maybe someone in his family 
has been sexually abused or maybe he 
feels threatened. 

“If he was a Muslim then the Labour 
Party would be throwing money at 
him. Because he is from the white 
community he is treated differently. 
I'm not condoning his behaviour but 
this is the unfortunate by-product of 
bringing different cultures together. 

“Something must have sent him 
mad and pushed him to the edge. 
In that area there are particularly bad 
problems with local radicalised Muslims. 

“He let his membership lapse 
earlier in the year and did not renew it. 
No one knew him, he did not come to 
meetings but he was a_ paid-up 
member,” said Beverley, who intends to 
challenge Ed Balls, the Secretary of 
State for Children, Schools and 
Families, in Morley and Outwood in 
the general election. 
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(below) One man’s factory of death. 
(left) BNP terrorist Terry Gavan 


However, Councillor Peter O'Neill, 
who represents Batley West on Kirklees 
Council, the ward where Gavan lived, 
told Searchlight: “The area of Colbeck 
Terrace and its surrounding areas are 
almost exclusively white and there is no 
history of racial tension or radicalised 
Muslims in the Healey area of Batley. 

“Violent extremism is _ totally 
abhorrent whichever community it 
comes from. It has no place in our 
society and cannot be tolerated. 
Ours is a diverse ward but we are 
blessed with a wonderful community 
spirit. We have good engagement and 
dialogue between our various ethnic 
groups who get on together well. 
We do not want to see our community 
torn apart by a misguided individual 
who has been snared into the politics of 
hate. Fortunately, his stockpile of arms 
was discovered before he did any 
damage to our community.” ~ 
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BNP campaign 


By Nick Lowles 
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group leader, with 
party leader Nick 
Griffin. (right) Simon 
Darby, Stoke Central 
contender and BNP 
deputy leader 


he British National Party’s 

election plans for Stoke-on- 

Trent were thrown into disarray 

only hours before the party 
launched its campaign in the city. 
Instead of being able confidently to 
predict a political coup by winning the 
Stoke-on-Trent Central parliamentary 
seat, party leader Nick Griffin and 
deputy leader and candidate Simon 
Darby were having to fend off the belief 
that their bid was over even before it 
had begun. 

The evening before the press 
conference the Stoke Sentinel had rung 
Darby to ask him to comment on the 
news that Alby Walker, who had until 
recently been the BNP’s group leader 
on the city council, had announced he 
was going to also contest the seat but as 
an independent. 

Darby was lost for words. He had 
predicted only four days earlier that 
Walker would act as his agent. “I don’t 
think that’s the case at all. I’ve not heard 
anything about that,” he told the paper. 
“I know that anything can happen in 
politics, but I wouldn't have thought 
that was true.” 

“It was Alby that asked me to stand 
and offered to be my election agent, 


so I cant see him standing against 
me for the same seat,” he added as 
an afterthought. 

The Alby Walker issue dominated the 
BNP press conference on 15 January. 
Both Griffin and Darby claimed 
that Walker had been put up to this 
by the Labour Party but were also wary 
of attacking their former colleague 
for fear of hardening his position. 
Darby doubted whether Walker would 
actually stand while Griffin was over- 
heard on the phone pleading with him 
to change his mind. 

Walker, meanwhile, appeared to be 
relishing the attention. Speaking to the 
local Pits n Pots website on the same day 
he said: “I am sick and tired of the political 
fragmentation in the city. Party politics is 
broken in this city. You only have to look 
at what has happened in Stoke-on-Irent 
Central to the likes of Gary Elsby 
[a Labour Party activist]. 

“T feel as if a weight has been lifted off 
my shoulders. All I have ever wanted is 
to represent the people of the area. 
I have had support from all over the 
ward asking to me carry on.” 

More ominously for Darby, he added: 
“I am considering standing as an 
independent councillor and subject to 


blown off course 


me finding a financial backer, I will 
stand as an independent in the general 
election too. I would need someone who 
will back me to the tune of about 
£5,000. That amount would allow me to 
mount a great campaign, so if there’s 
anyone out there .... 

“T don't want to upset Simon Darby or 
my former BNP councillors. I consider 
Simon a friend, as I do my former 
colleagues, but all I want to do is do the 
right thing for the electorate and not have 
to put a party first. I think the people of 
Stoke-on-Irent Central deserve that.” 

Five days later he formally announced 
to the local paper that he was leaving 
the BNP. “I have decided to leave the 
BNP group. I now consider myself an 
independent councillor.” 

He also claimed that he had already 
received a donation of £250 and was 
looking for the same again to put down 
as his candidate’s deposit to contest 
Stoke-on-Trent Central. 

Darby could only respond with: “I 
think Alby’s decision is very strange.” 

Walker's decision throws a huge 
spanner into the BNP’s plans, not only for 
the general election but also for its 
attempt to take control of the council. 
Walker was easily the party's most popular 
councillor and his departure will have 
repercussions across the city. More locally, 
he is likely to be followed out of the party 
by his wife, Ellie, who represents the same 
Abbey Green ward. This will put a lot of 
pressure on Melanie Baddeley, the ward’s 
third BNP councillor. 

If all three leave then the BNP 
councillor group would drop to six, 
substantially reducing the prospect of 
the BNP becoming the largest party on 
the council in May. 

While Alby Walker’s decision to 
contest the Stoke-on-Irent Central seat 
seriously weakens Darby’s chances of 
becoming an MP there can be no room 
for complacency. Despite his recent 
statements it is not certain that Walker 
will contest the seat and if he does not 
then the BNP knows it has a real chance 
of winning. 


“On paper there is a real chance of a 
BNP victory here, with the 
Conservatives having decided to insult 
the electorate with a joke candidate, a 
Pakistani belly-dancer and former 
member of the Liberal Democrats,” 
commented Darby on announcing 
his candidature. 

“The incumbent Labour MP, Mark 
Fisher, has also recently been exposed as 
receiving some 467,000 a year for 
attending just three board meetings as 
an advisor to a Middle East museum,” 
Darby continued. “Despite this he still 
claimed from his MP’s expenses a 34p 
Kit Kat and for a bottle of Toilet Duck.” 

Although Fisher polled 14,760 votes 
(52%) in the 2005 general election 
against the BNP’s paltry 2,178 (7.8%), 
a lot has happened since then. 
The Labour Party has declined 
substantially across the city and the 
BNP holds all three council seats in 
two wards in the constituency and came 
just behind Labour in a couple more in 
the last round of local elections. In last 
years European election the BNP 
polled only 1,400 votes fewer than 
Labour across the city and will hope to 
attract many of those who voted for the 
UK Independence Party, which topped 
the city results. 

Equally significantly, Stoke-on-Trent 
Central Labour Party has been beset 
with well-publicised internal problems 
to the point that it is on the verge of 
declaring independence from the rest 
of the party. The local party’s difficulties 
were on the agenda at the Labour 
Party’s National Executive Committee 
meeting last month and with no sign of 
resolution its ability to run an effective 
campaign against Darby would be 
severely limited. 

If Walker decides not to contest the 
general election then Stoke Central 
probably represents the BNP’s best 
prospect for a parliamentary seat, even 
above Griffin’s own chances in Barking. 
Although the party leader has the best 
known name and will receive the bulk of 
the media attention, his high profile 


could also work against him. Barking’s 
proximity to the rest of London 
means that anti-BNP activists and trade 
union support will flood into the 
borough and there will be serious 
resistance to the BNP. 

Stoke-on-Trent is quite different. 
Labour’s problems, coupled with a 
geographical location in the West 
Midlands but a preferred association 
with the North West, and Cheshire in 
particular, means it receives little 
external support. 

With such a good prospect of 
winning the seat, Darby and the rest 
of the BNP will inevitably exert huge 
pressure on Walker to change his mind. 
In the meantime they are being careful 
not to alienate him further and thus 
harden his position. Darby has carefully 
avoided being drawn into criticising 
Walker publicly and is urging his 
followers to remain tight-lipped, as a 
recent post on his blog shows: 

“Whatever Alby has done or decides 
to do I want no bitterness or vitriol 
directed towards him. Don't forget how 
much good work he has done for the 
BNP in the past and how he fought like 
a bulldog against the intimidation 
and bullying of the ‘mainstream’ 
organisations. That is the Alby I will 
remember and the plain fact of the 
matter is that he was a good friend of 
mine. No matter what he does I wish 
him and his charming wife the very best 
and thank them both for the good times 
and the rock solid support he has given 
me and the Party.” 

However, Walker cannot expect the 
same praise if he does actually stand. 

In the meantime, Darby must be 
mulling over what could have been. 
A day before Walker dropped his 
bombshell, he blogged: “I’ve been 
thinking about it all day and what a 
sensational achievement it would be if 
we could gain the seat. Oh how much 
would I like that even if it did, which it 
probably would, ruin my life!” 

It seems, for now at least, Darby’s life 
is not going to be ruined. ~~ 


HOPE H 


By Sam Tarry 


THE HOPE NOT HATE campaign took to 
the streets of Barking and Dagenham 
last month in the opening salvo of its 
2010 election campaign. Over 80 
people attended and almost 20,000 
leaflets were distributed. Three wards 
were completely leafleted as well as 
parts of two others. 

Most encouragingly, about 35 of the 
participants were local people who 
had never done anything with us 
before. Most appeared keen to stay 
involved, with several volunteering 
to become HnH local coordinators. 
Their enthusiasm is the first sign that 
our online strategy of building a 
deeper, broader base in the borough is 
paying off. 

The day of action followed several 


months of hard work, including 
literally rebuilding a campaign 
headquarters. Since November a 


team of volunteers and staff has 
been fitting in preparations for the 
local and general election campaign 
around some serious DIY. Using a 
Blackberry to organise meetings 
with trade union leaders while 


covered in paint or tile grouting is 
definitely not recommended! 

Unite the Union has for many years 
had its East London headquarters at 
Transport House in Dagenham, on the 
edge of the huge Dagenham Ford 
Plant. At one time the building, now 
very old, served tens of thousands of 
Ford workers. The floor that HOPE not 
hate is now using as a campaign base 
was completely derelict. There was no 
ceiling, carpet, electricity or kitchen, 
just a rotting and empty shell with 
even a family of pigeons making their 
home in what was left of the toilets. 
So in “Changing Rooms” HOPE not 
hate style, a small but dedicated team 
of workers donned their overalls and 
got stuck in. 

Two and half months later the space 
has been transformed. The old broken 
flooring is replaced, windows resealed, 
every window and wall repainted, 
plastering fixed, a full electrical fit, 
partitions installed to create a print 
room and a kitchen fitted with a new 
floor, wall tiling, cupboards and sinks. 
The toilets were reclaimed for human 


gets off to flying start 


use and new fittings plumbed in. 
Finally one and a half tonnes of carpet 
tiles were lugged up four flights of 
stairs and laid, with even a little help 
from the local MP. Computer and 
phone banks are on the way. 

Our day of action was our deadline 
to make the space habitable (and 
safe!). Over the next few months the 
building will act as a training centre for 
activists and local organisers as well as 
a campaign hub for much of the 
country as several new (and old) 
HOPE not hate team members move 
in. Six staff members, a few interns and 
some volunteers will make full use of 
the facilities as the campaign moves 
onto a war footing. 

Amid the building, fundraising, 
strategic planning, buying new 
equipment and the usual thousands 
of emails from keen activists 
to answer, time has been found to 
recruit two new campaign organisers 
to increase HOPE not hate’s capacity 
and new interns to support the full- 
time staff team. One of the new 
organisers will work with the faith 


at volunteers’ 


communities with a focussed remit 
to build relationships, organise 
and mobilise the local churches and 
their networks as we build our 
one-plus-one street network and 
plan for a formidable “Get Out The 
Vote” operation. 

January's first day of action came 
around fast. The groundwork that has 
been laid for many months is 
beginning to bear fruit. The focal point 
of our community organising is to 
mobilise the wider community — not 
only hardened political activists, party 
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need people to volunteer on a regular 


or long-term basis in Barking and 


Dagenham. From helping to staff our 


office, to stuffing envelopes and 


inputting data or canvassing, there is a 


job waiting for you. 


If you can spare a few hours a week, or a 
week or two or perhaps longer, please 
get in touch and become part of our 


exciting team. We will pay travel 


political folk or trade union super 
activists, but the vast numbers of local 
people who want Hope in_ their 
borough and believe in common 
decency. The work that has been 
going on with the churches, African 
communities, trade unions, LGBT 
communities and local civic society 
organisations means we are reaching 
out and involving more people than 
ever before. 

With nearly 20,000 leaflets delivered 
our first activity went off like a rocket. 
There is a great atmosphere and buzz 


‘ 
wt 


about the new campaign centre and 
several of those who came for the 
leafleting admired the hard work and 
vowed to return to help with 
telephone canvassing, letter stuffing 
or more leaflet delivery. 

As the headquarters becomes fully 
operational this month and new staff 
come on board, the scale and 
innovation of the campaign will 
enable us to go head to head against 
what will be the British National 
Party’s biggest assault on democracy 
to date. ~= 
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Barking and Dagenhiain 


Got any time to donate? We desperately 


Name 


Phone 


Address 


| 
Email | 
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Postcode 


Please return to: HOPE not hate, PO Box 1576 Ilford IG5 ONG 


expenses and any other essential costs. 


Stepping stones to success 


Nick Lowles reports on the evolving HOPE not hate campaign 


THOUSANDS of people are signing 
up to get involved in the 2010 HOPE 
not hate campaign in what is gearing up 
to be our biggest operation to date. 
In a survey sent out to our online 
supporters, nearly 8,000 people have 
registered their support, with over half 
offering to do something practical 
during the next few months. 

With the British National Party 
setting its sights on winning control of 
Barking and Dagenham council, 
parliamentary seats in Barking and 
Stoke-on-Trent Central and over 100 
council wards across the country, the 
HnH campaign has begun to put 
into place a structure that we hope will 
build local capacity but also organise 
regionally and centrally to provide extra 
assistance to our key priority areas. 

We have employed another 
campaigns organiser to help local 
groups develop and provide them with 
the support they need. His background 
as a product of the TUC’s Organising 
Academy and three years as Unite’s 
youth and student organiser will stand 
him in good stead in helping HnH 
groups flourish across the country. 

And he has a lot of potential 
organisers to work with. In our survey 
over 1,100 people registered their 
willingness to become HnH organisers. 
We have already set up Organiser 
Academy training sessions around the 
country for which over 120 people 
registered to attend within 48 hours of 
the email going out. 

Our existing and new HnH groups 
are being encouraged to host activities 
on Saturday 13 February, our next 
big Day of Action. We are looking to 
hold dozens of events, especially in 
those local authority areas where the 
BNP poses a real threat in the May 
local elections. 

The February action is part of a 
rolling programme between now and 
early May. On 6 March we will hold 


events aimed at women to coincide with 


Survey results 


4,387 willing to campaign in their own areas 


2,180 willing to travel to a key priority area 


1,451 willing to take part in telephone canvassing 


1,191 willing to become local HnH organisers 


International Women's Day and there 
will be another Day of Action in 
our local areas over the weekend of 
26-27 March. 

This will be followed by our national 
Day of Action on Saturday 17 April, 
when we will encourage our activists 
from across the country to support 
an event in one of our priority areas. 
These include Barking and Dagenham, 
Stoke-on-Irent, Burnley, © Amber 
Valley, Morley and Outwood, Bishops 
Auckland, East Renfrewshire and 
Swansea East. 

We asked our supporters to register 
their willingness to support one of 
our target areas. Over 900 people from 
across London and the south of 
England volunteered to help out in 
Barking and Dagenham and almost 450 
in Morley and Outwood. 

In addition to using our email system 
to advertise these events, we will 
encourage our local HnH groups to 
organise transport and activists, and 


unions to adopt a ward each and 
mobilise the necessary numbers to 
leaflet it. 

We will then hold a final activity on 
Saturday 1 May in the wards where the 
BNP poses a risk of winning. 

Between these events there will be 
online telephone canvassing, a direct 
mail operation and positive HOPE 
not hate activities designed to raise 
the profile of our campaign and 
encourage activism. 

We are confident that this rolling 
programme of action will be enough 
to help us prevent the BNP from 
building on its European election 
success. In the process we hope to build 
a campaign that involves and enthuses 
thousands of people and creates 


new networks in every town and city 
in the country. ~= 
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Saturday 13 February 
Visit www. hopenothate.org.uk 
to find an event in your area 


National Day of Action — 
_ Saturday 17 April 2010 - 
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As part of the 2010 HOPE not hate campaign we are prioritising key constituencies in 
the general and local elections. We have selected one constituency in each region and 
will be encouraging HnH supporters to travel into these areas to campaign on 
Saturday 17 April. We will work with local groups in each region to put on transport. 
While it is vital we defeat the BNP in our own communities the threat in these key areas 
is such that we are calling for a national HOPE not hate mobilisation. 


Saturday 17 April 


London Barking and Dagenham 
West Midlands Stoke-on-Trent 
East Midlands Amber Valley 


ma ae See 


North West Burnley 

Yorkshire Morley and Outwood 
North East Bishop Auckland 
Wales Swansea East 
Scotland East Renfrewshire 


Put the date in your diary 
PERSE Lie ROE EC EY Re SEE 
: “Rr more infordaticas on ‘the HOPE i noe SPE oc campaign,Ni 


www. hopenothate.org.uk 


Investigation 


Nick Griffin (top) 

loses control while 
Jim Dowson laughs all 
the way to the bank. 
Photos David 
Hoffman 


By Sonia Gable 


leaked spreadsheet _ listing 
transactions on the British 
National Party’s bank account 
has proved what Searchlight 
has said all along: that a militant anti- 
abortion campaigner in Northern 
Ireland virtually owns the BNP. 

Searchlight has analysed _ the 
spreadsheet, which was posted on 
the internet anonymously last month, 
and considers it almost certainly 
genuine. It covers a period from April 
2007 to 26 November 2009 and shows 
payments to a large number of BNP 
officers, employees and __ suppliers. 
The first year’s transactions match those 
on an earlier leaked document. 

During the first 11 months of 2009, 
the spreadsheet shows payments 
totalling £334,261.51 from the BNP’s 
Bank of Scotland account to Jim 
Dowson’s company Adlorries.com Ltd. 
Details of the services provided are not 
given, but the company runs the Belfast 
call centre, which is the BNP’s main 
base for fundraising and membership 
administration. 

The BNP’s total income in 2008, the 
latest year for which accounts are 
available, was just under £1 million, so 
even allowing for some increase during 
a European election campaign year, 
the sums going to Adlorries.com still 
represent a sizable proportion of the 
party’s budget. 

The BNP also paid £2,000 to Albion 
Logistical Solutions Ltd, £19,199 to 
UKPT Trust and £7,439 to the Pro Life 
Society. That adds up to £362,900 paid 
to Dowson’s companies in the first 
11 months of 2009. 


Dowson, who has several convictions 
and links to the loyalist murderer 
Michael Stone, first got involved with 
the BNP at the end of 2007 and 
transformed its fundraising capability. 
He also provided management training 
courses for BNP officers in spring 2008 
at a villa he owns near Valencia in Spain. 
During 2008 his Midas Consultancy 
business received £15,712 from the 
party and £40,365 was paid to UKPT 
Trust for his fundraising services. 

Adlorries.com hires the staff for the 
BNP’s Belfast bunker through 
employment agencies. After the leak of 
the BNP’s membership list last year, it 
emerged that no security measures were 
in place, despite the party’s promises 
after an earlier membership list leak in 
2008, that all personal data would be 
held safely. 

The company also owns _ the 
advertising lorry that the BNP calls its 
“truth truck”, contrary to statements in 
several fundraising appeals that the 
lorry was “bought and paid for”. Further 
evidence of this emerged from the 
BNP’s return of expenditure on its 
European election campaign, lodged 
at the Electoral Commission last 
month, which shows 415,000 paid to 
Adlorries.com for “advertising and 
publicity material”, presumably hire of 
what anti-fascists call the lie lorry. 

Strangely, that £15,000, which the 
return says was paid on 30 April 2009, 
does not appear on the spreadsheet. Nor 
does the £148,500 supposedly paid to 
Albion Logistical Solutions Ltd on 23 
April for arranging the printing of the 
BNP’s main European election leaflets. 
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It may be that these payments came 
out of a different BNP bank account. 
The party runs several accounts for 
specific purposes, such as for the 
fundraising Trafalgar Club, __ its 
Excalibur merchandising operation and 
“Freedom Promotions”. The party also 
holds one or more accounts in the name 
of British Heritage, into which many 
donations are paid, in particular those 
from supporters whom the party has 
persuaded to make regular donations by 
standing order, and donations made 
by credit or debit card. 

Although the spreadsheet shows 
many transfers into the Bank of 
Scotland account from British Heritage 
and Freedom Promotions, it is possible 
that some payments to suppliers were 
made directly from those accounts. 

Another possibility is that 
Adlorries.com paid for much of the 
BNP’s election literature and other 
costs, and the large sums paid to 
Dowson’s company include repayments 
of that “loan”. All bills during an election 
campaign have to be paid within 42 days 
of polling day, and in any case the 
commercial printers would undoubtedly 
have wanted payment before delivering 
the leaflets. If the BNP, which appears to 
have no overdraft facility or commercial 
loans, had not raised enough money to 
pay its bills, perhaps Dowson’s company 
helped out. Certainly £334,262, all paid 
between mid April and mid September 
2009, would be a lot for running a call 
centre and the occasional hire of an 
A-frame lorry. 

Many BNP members, including some 
on the party’s national advisory council, 
are unhappy at the extent of Dowson’s 
hold over the party. Perhaps to allay 
their concerns, or even some of his own, 
Nick Griffin, the party leader, sent his 
daughter Jennifer Matthys to Belfast to 
help run operations there. 

Matthys, 23, joined Dowson as 
a director of Adlorriesccom on 17 
July 2009, although Dowson 
retains ownership of the company. 
On appointment Matthys _ stated 
her occupation to be “data processor”. 
Dowson’'s sister-in-law Marion 
Thomas, wife of Dowson’s business 
partner Alex Thomas, became a director 
on the same day but left the company 
on 16 September. She is described as a 
“bookeeper” [sic]. 

Another way in which Dowson was 
able to strengthen his influence on the 
BNP was through the appointment of 
John Thompson to run the party’s 
“treasury department”. Thompson, 
described as a “professional chartered 
accountant” has long looked after the 
finances for Dowson’s various business 
and campaigning interests. 


The leak of the spreadsheet may have 
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The lie lorry leaves town 


cast suspicion on Thompson. Only a 
handful of trusted people apart from 
Thompson and any staff he employs 
could have had access to the document, 
probably Griffin himself, the party’s 
deputy leader Simon Darby and Philip 
Reddall, its treasurer. 

The Excel spreadsheet appears 
originally to have been created by 
Kenny Smith, a former BNP 
administration officer who was one of 
the leaders of the rebellion in the winter 
of 2007/08. He was expelled from the 
party in December 2007 but his 
spreadsheet must have remained in use 
by other officers. 

If the leak came out of Thompson's 
office, that might explain why Darby is 
once again involved in running the 
party’s finances. Darby took over from 
Jenny Noble as BNP’s treasurer in 
spring 2009 but stepped down in 
October in favour of Reddall. Yet on 13 
January 2010 he wrote, decrying the 
loss of communications at his home 
near Welshpool, “So here I find myself 
trying to run an election campaign, help 
manage the finances and be the press 
officer of a major political party without 
either a telephone line, broadband or 
even a dial-up connection”. 

Why would Darby, who has no 
accounting qualification, be helping to 
manage the finances when the party has 
a “professional chartered accountant” to 
do the job? 

The embarrassment over the leaked 
list comes at a time when the BNP is 
still under the spotlight of the Electoral 
Commission after it submitted accounts 
for 2008 which Griffin admitted were 
“inadequate”. The party's inability to 
supply adequate records to its auditors 
meant that the accounts did not comply 
with the requirements of the Political 
Parties Elections and Referendums Act 
2000 (PPERA). 

A spokesperson for the Electoral 
Commission told Searchlight that the 
BNP’s auditors had provided the further 
information that the Commission had 
requested and the initial assessment is 
that there are “reasonable grounds to 
believe a breach of the PPERA may 
have occurred”. The Commission is now 


reviewing the information and this may 
lead to an “official investigation”. 

Meanwhile Griffin _—_ continues 
frantically to try to persuade his 
members to upgrade to gold or life 
membership of the party. In his latest 
electronic newsletter, Griffin claims 
that the legal process undertaken by 
the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission to ensure the BNP 
complies with  anti-discrimination 
legislation is in fact “criminal actions ... 
designed to scupper our General 
Election plan” by starving the party of 
membership fees. The party agreed in 
court to put recruitment on hold 
pending adoption of a new constitution, 
which Griffin appears confident his 
members will agree at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting on 14 February. 

However Griffin has now decided 
there is more to the supposed 
conspiracy against the BNP. “Recent 
developments have revealed a far more 
sinister long-term plan’, he writes. 
According to Griffin, the “old-gang 
Lib-Lab-Con” parties want to 
introduce proportional representation 
and state funding of political 
parties but to exclude the BNP. 
The recruitment freeze is designed 
to damage the BNP’s general election 
effort, limit the number of constitu- 
encies the party can contest and thereby 
ensure it receives a low percentage of 
the national vote. Then PR and state 
funding of parties would be introduced, 
but the BNP would receive nothing 
because of its low vote. 

Seriously, that is the imaginative 
scenario Griffin describes, before 
referring to “low-life vermin [one of 
Griffin's favourite words] that are trying 
to sabotage our party”, invoking “the 
heroes of the Somme, D-Day and the 
Falklands” and urging: “If we cannot 
welcome new members, then existing 
members MUST upgrade to fill the gap, 
otherwise their evil plan might succeed!” 

The fact is that the membership freeze 
cannot have much effect on the BNP’s 
income. In 2008 the party took in 
membership fees amounting to £166,006. 
Much of this would be renewals, which 
are still allowed. New membership fees 
during the three to four month 
membership freeze would hardly top 
£30,000 and may be much less. The party 
could easily save that sum by shedding 
one or two of its large number of staff. 

But when has the BNP ever allowed 
the truth to get in the way of a good 
fundraising pitch?. As Darby said when 
confronted with the evidence that the 
party had only spent £282,843 on its 
European election campaign rather 
than the over £500,000 it had claimed, 
the party needs to exaggerate “there’s a 
bit of hyperbole with politics”. ~al 
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CPS refuses to release Griffin 
race hate trial details 


BNP Europe candidate 
denies firearms charges 


The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) is 
refusing to disclose details of its prosecution 
of Nick Griffin, leader of the British 
National Party, for inciting racial hatred on 
the grounds that to do so would breach his 
data protection rights. 

Griffin received a suspended prison 
sentence at Harrow Crown Court in 
1998 for “publishing or distributing 
racially inflammatory written material”, an 
offence under the 1986 Public Order Act. 
The prosecution centred upon The Rune, an 
antisemitic magazine that Griffin edited 
while a member of Croydon BNP. In it 
Griffin dismissed the Holocaust as a hoax. 

A year after the trial, Griffin became 
leader of the BNP. 

No transcript of the trial was made and 


A BRITISH NATIONAL Party candidate in last year’s European elections has 
pleaded not guilty to seven firearms and explosives charges. Appearing at 
Ipswich Crown Court, David Lucas denied possession of explosives in 
suspicious circumstances, possessing an explosive substance without a 
licence, possessing a prohibited weapon, possessing ammunition with intent 
to endanger life, two charges of possession of prohibited ammunition and 
possessing ammunition without a firearms certificate. 

The BNP has offered unqualified support to Lucas, who previously gained 
publicity for his campaign in support of the death penalty by lying that he 
supplied gallows and other execution equipment to dictatorships in the 
developing world. The BNP was unperturbed by his views and even raised 
funds for him. Eddy Butler, the BNP’s national organiser, led a demonstration 
outside the police station to which Lucas had to report, claiming that his 
prosecution was politically motivated. 


Lucas was released on bail on condition that he remains at either a property 


in Lakenheath or Black Dyke Farm, Hockwold. His passport will remain with 
the police and he must not contact two named individuals. 
Lucas’s trial was set for 26 July and it is expected to last four days. 


the CPS holds the only records regarding 
the case. It refuses to release them, although 
the case was heard in open court, on the 
grounds that the papers contain “sensitive 
personal data”. 

It was during his defence that Griffin 
made his notorious statement, which he has 
never denied: “I am well aware that the 
orthodox opinion is that six million Jews 
were gassed and cremated and turned 
into lampshades. Orthodox opinion 
also once held that the Earth was flat ... 
I have reached the conclusion that the 
‘extermination tale is a mixture of Allied 
wartime propaganda, extremely profitable 
lie, and latter witch-hysteria.” 

The Guardian lodged a Freedom of 
Information Act request with the CPS in 
autumn 2009, which took four months to 
respond. The newspaper plans to lodge a 
complaint with the = Information 
Commissioners’ Office, which has the final 
say on Freedom of Information Act requests. 


Race hate crimes rise in areas with BNP councillors 


REPORTS OF RACIAL and religiously 
motivated crime rose following the 
election of British National Party 
councillors, police statistics reveal. 
One of the biggest increases came in 
Barking’s Eastbury ward, where 
racially motivated violence, theft 
and criminal damage more than 
doubled following the election of 
Jeff Steed in May 2006. There was a 
further rise in 2007 with 45 racial 
incidents reported in 12 months. 
The Guardian analysed data from 
11 police forces covering 29 wards 
across England where BNP 
councillors have been elected in the 


past six years. In eight wards reports 
of hate crime rose following the 
election of a BNP councillor despite 
a wider decline across the police 
force area. Racial violence declined 
in 14 wards, in line with force-wide 
reductions. There was no change in 
four wards and an_ insignificant 
amount of data in three. 

Complaints of hate crime 
increased in wards in the West 
Midlands, London and_ Epping 
Forest, Essex, after the election of 
BNP councillors. In some other 
wards race crime reportedly rose in 
the run up to BNP wins. 


In Chelmsley Wood, Solihull, after 
George Morgan was elected as a 
BNP councillor in May 2006, reports 
of race crime almost doubled. In the 
four years before his election there 
was an average of 11 incidents a 
year, which rose to 21 a year in the 
following three years. The police 
denied that any of the offences 
could be directly attributed to the 
election of a BNP councillor. 
However these statistics certainly 
provide anecdotal evidence of the 
detrimental effect that the party and 
its elected representatives are 
having on social cohesion. 


Four EDL yobs jailed for Luton march 


By Tom Woodson 


JUSTICE WAS METED out to four 
English Defence League supporters on 
19 January for their part in violence 
during a march against Muslim 
extremism in Luton. 

The event on 24 May was a response 
to the protest by a handful of extremists 
at the Luton homecoming parade by 
the Royal Anglian Regiment on 10 
March 2009. 

Tony Griffiths, 27, Simon Hattle, 21, 
both from Luton, and James Butler, 
18, from West Sussex were jailed for 16 
weeks at Luton Magistrates’ Court. 
Richard Myers, 21, was sentenced to 28 
weeks in prison. 

All had pleaded guilty to affray 
during last year’s demonstration, 
which quickly descended into violence. 
In scenes of great confusion, a small 
orderly protest by “March for England” 
was hijacked by supporters of “United 
People of Luton”, an early prototype for 
the English Defence League. 

As the Luton News put it, “groups of 
yobs, many draped in the flag of St 


George, wearing balaclavas and shirts 
bearing the Luton Town Football Club 
logo, went on the rampage, fighting 
battles with the 200 police who were 
drafted in from across three forces”. 

Richard Newcombe, of Bedfordshire 
Crown Prosecution Service, told the 
court: “CCTV footage clearly showed 
the men displaying violent behaviour 
towards others, by kicking out at 
bystanders and goading police officers. 
It was part of the prosecution case that 
some of the defendants deliberately 
directed part of their violent behaviour 
towards Asian bystanders.” 

Three other men who pleaded guilty 
to the same charge, Luke Allsop, 28, 
Robert Rowe, 18, and Daniel Schreiber, 
24, had their sentencing adjourned to 
4 February because reports on them 
were not ready. 

Another man, Kier McElroy, is due to 
stand trial for racially aggravated actual 
bodily harm on a date to be fixed. He is 
accused of fly-kicking the Sikh Mayor 
of Luton, Lakhbir Singh, on the day of 


Richard Myers and Tony Griffiths were both jailed at Luton Magistrates’ Court 


the Royal Anglian Regiment march. 

The same event led to a further two 
Luton men appearing in court on 22 
January. Brian Kelso, 27, of Chapel 
Street, Luton, and Kevin Carroll, 40, of 
Bollingbroke Road, Luton, pleaded not 
guilty at Luton Magistrates’ Court to 
using threatening, abusive or insulting 
words or behaviour likely to cause 
harassment, alarm or distress. 

The two were part of a hostile crowd 
that confronted the Muslim protesters 
and told them to “f** off”, prosecutor 
Avirup Chaudhuri told magistrates. They 
are also alleged to have sung a song with 
the words, “Bin Laden's mother is a 
whore”. Kelso, a father who had wanted to 
join the army himself, told the Muslims 
to “get out of my fing country” and 
made obscene gestures, according to the 
prosecution. He can be seen on CCTV 
footage approaching the protesters 
aggressively and having to be pushed back 
by the police, added Chaudhuri. 

Carroll called the Muslims “scum” 
and “w**“ers”, Chaudhuri told the court, 
and could be seen on CCTV footage 
shouting and gesticulating at them. 
“The two men were in the vanguard of 
the hostile crowd.” 

Both men accepted that the language 
they had used was abusive. Carroll, a 
carpenter and father of one, told the court 
he was “extremely angry and outraged” at 
the Muslims’ protest against the British 
Army. He denied being a member of the 
National Front and was not a racist, he 
said in his police interview. The trial was 
adjourned to 5 March and both men were 
released on bail. 

Carroll had worded his statement 
about party affiliation very carefully. 
True, he has never shown signs of 
NF affiliation, but he has been an 
enthusiastic British National Party 
supporter, living on the same estate as 
the BNP’s Luton organiser, Peter Fehr. 
He is well known to local anti-fascists 
and was only dissuaded from standing 
as a candidate in the 2007 Luton 
Council elections by a last-minute plea 
from. his partner, Mary Stevenson. 
He did, however, show his political 
colours by signing nomination papers 
for the BNP candidate for Farley in 
that election, Robert Sheddock, as did 
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eventeen people were 
Sec after clashes at last 

month's English Defence 
League protest in Stoke-on-Trent. 
Six police officers were injured 
and a number of vehicles and 
houses were damaged when EDL 
supporters tried to break through 
police lines. 

Trouble was always likely in a 
city where the BNP is strong and 
which is home to one of the 
largest hooligan gangs in the 
country, but a huge police 
operation, involving over 600 
officers in riot gear, prevented 
worse disorder. 

At its height there were 2,000 
to 3,000 people on the protest, a 
mixture of locals, football 
hooligan firms, oddballs and 
fascists. While all rallied around 
the “We want our country back” 
slogan, there seemed to be little 
else that bound them together. 
Wolves and Aston Villa hooligans 
clashed violently in the pub 
beforehand and there was 
widespread booing from the 
crowd when EDL leaders spoke of 
linking up with non-whites, 
including moderate Muslims. 

Local BNP supporters were out 
in force, one hanging a BNP flag 
in the pub, and there were also 
small groups from the National 
Front and Combat 18 around. 

While this was probably the EDL's 
biggest demonstration to date it is 
unclear where this strange alliance 
is going. As Searchlight reported 
last month, the tensions within 
the EDL reach leadership level. 
Shortly before Christmas a 
Combat 18 supporter was put 
into intensive care after being 
hit on the head with a fire 
extinguisher during a clash with 
EDL football hooligans. 

Some EDL groups are more 
political than others and many of 
these were unhappy with the 
randomness of the violence. 

A Halifax EDL supporter wrote on 
Facebook: “I think all the lads 
shouting ‘EDL and then smashing 
up white fokes home's up are 
bang out of order to day and u 
wonder why people don't take us 
seriously. Smashing the ob yeah 
fine but some of them home's 
that got it was old ladys.” [sic] 

The EDL continues to reflect the 
rising Islamophobia in society but 
whether it can be more than a 
rallying point for people with 
different agendas is unlikely. 
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New UKIP leader shift 


Photo: 
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Lord Pearson of Rannoch, the new leader of the UK Independence Party, has 
publicly called for a ban on the burka. What does this say about the future direction 


of UKIP asks David Williams. 


LORD PEARSON of Rannoch, who 
succeeded Nigel Farage as leader of the 
UK Independence Party in November 
2009, has been quick to stamp his mark 
on the party. While opposition to 
Britain's membership of the European 
Union remains its raison d%tre, under 
Pearson UKIP is drifting towards 
an increasingly hardline anti-Islam 
platform, one apparently calculated to 
woo support from the British National 
Party. Last month Pearson called for a 
ban on wearing the burka and niqab and 
signalled that this would form part of its 
general election manifesto. 

“Tt makes sense to ban the burka, or 
anything which conceals a woman's 
face, in public buildings,” Pearson 
explained. “But we want to make it 


possible to ban them in private 
buildings. It isn’t right that you can't see 
someone's face in an airport.” 

He denied that the party was 
“Muslim bashing”, adding that the 
burka “is incompatible with Britain’s 
values of freedom and democracy”. 
These sentiments were fully endorsed 
by his predecessor, Nigel Farage, who 
justified the policy on the grounds that 
Turkey had banned it and the French 
were trying to do so, which must have 
been the first time that the staunchly 
anti-Europe UKIP had taken its lead 
from either country. 

Whether one views the burka as a 
sign of subjugation or as a manifestation 
of deep-seated religious piety, Pearson’s 
complaint that it is “incompatible” with 


and 
democracy is a non sequitur. Indeed his 
own views are utterly incompatible with 
the value he claims to champion, 
namely the right of the individual to 
choose, one of the fundamental tenets 


British of freedom 


values 


of freedom. While it is equally 
important to recognise that there are 
instances in which the wearing of the 
burka signals its antithesis — not all 
women freely choose to wear the burka 
— are the limits of democracy and 
freedom broadened or restricted by 
UKIP’s call for a general ban on what 
garments can or cannot be worn in 
public? The answer is surely the latter. 
Although Farage claimed the call had 
“nothing to do” with the BNP not 
everyone was convinced. In a letter to 


S party to right 


The Times, Alan Sked, the founder of 
UKIP who resigned from its leadership 
and left the party in 1997, condemned 
the decision stating: “During the 
greatest financial crisis facing this 
country since the 1930s, how typical it 
is of UKIP’s present pathetic leadership 
that its flagship policy for the 
forthcoming general election should be 
to attack the less than 1 per cent of our 
female population who wear the burka. 
This is desperate and inane. If the party 
is really so obsessed with race, 
immigration and Islam, it should 
simply merge with the BNP, which 
it increasingly resembles. Why have a 
competition in intolerance?” 

Pearson's veiled targeting of 
BNP supporters appears to have 
wrong footed the BNP which, though 
livid that UKIP’s headline grabbing 
pronouncement threatened to steal its 
thunder, found it difficult coherently 
to oppose it. Lee Barnes, the BNP’s 
legal officer, claimed the proposed 
ban was “ridiculous, counter productive 
and illegal”, though his concern was 
motivated not by human rights or a 
concern for female emancipation, but by 
a desire that “the Islamist menace” 
should remain visible. This was rather 
ironic given that on the same day the 
BNP website trumpeted, “phoney UKIP 
steals BNP burka policy”. No record can 
be found of Barnes denouncing his own 
party’s policy, officially advocated 
since its 2007 annual conference, as 
“ridiculous, counter productive and 
illegal”. The comedy deepened when 
automatically generated Google ads for 
“TheHijabShop.com” appeared on the 
personal website of Nick Griffin MEP, 
the BNP leader. 


Lord Pearson and Geert Wilders 
Even before becoming leader of UKIP, 
Pearson tried to imbue the party with a 
strident opposition to Islam. It was 
Pearson together with Baroness Cox, a 
cross-bench member of the House of 
Lords, who invited Geert Wilders, the 
anti-Islam Dutch parliamentarian who 
leads the Dutch Freedom Party (PVV), 
to screen his anti-Islam film Fitna at 
the House of Lords last year. Fitna, an 
Arabic word roughly translated as 


“strife”, crudely links terrorism directly 
to the Koran, which Wilders states is a 
“fascist” book that should be banned. 

Wilders, who went on trial in January 
for inciting racial hatred in the 
Netherlands, is well known for his 
controversial and offensive views on 
Islam, which he regards as not only a 
“totalitarian ideology” but also a 
“retarded and dangerous one”. He was 
barred from entering the UK on 12 
February 2009 to show his 17-minute 
film on the grounds that his presence 
could promote “inter-faith violence”. 
At the time Pearson defiantly stated 
that the show would go on “with or 
without Mr Wilders”, while Baroness 
Cox accused the government of 
“appeasing” militant Islam. 

The Asylum and Immigration 
Tribunal subsequently overturned the 
ban and Wilders returned to the UK in 
October albeit with considerably less 
fanfare than on his first attempt. 
He again met Lord Pearson to discuss 
a future screening of Fitna. A press 
conference that he had planned to stage 
outside the Houses of Parliament was 
moved inside following protests from a 
small Islamist sect. The BNP was of 
course green with envy of UKIP’s coup, 
not least because Wilders, for all his 
faults, would not touch the BNP with a 
bargepole because of its overt 
antisemitism and racism. 

Before UKIP’s leadership election last 
November, Pearson promised that if 
elected he would “refine” some of the 
party’s policies. UKIP has struggled for 
years to alter the public perception of 
the party as a one-trick pony and has 
made several attempts recently to recast 
itself as a non-racist anti-immigration 
party. Pearson’s campaign against the 
burka and indeed his close association 
with Wilders appears to signal a 
departure from this position. He might 
be trying to court the BNP vote but in 
the process risks UKIP returning to 
being the preserve of “fruitcakes, loonies 
and closet racists”, in the words of the 
Conservative leader David Cameron, 
doing battle with the BNP for the 
limited racist vote while driving many 
of its more moderate supporters back 
into the arms of the Conservatives. << 


Lord Pearson 
of Rannoch 


ALCOLM PEARSON, who took the 
title Baron Pearson of Rannoch 
when he was made a Conservative 
ife peer in 1990, had a successful 
career in international insurance 
until he succeeded Nigel Farage as 
eader of the UK Independence 
Party in November 2009. 

Born in 1942, Pearson is a 
ongstanding euro-sceptic. He was 
educated at Eton where one of his 
contemporaries was Jonathan 
Aitken, the disgraced Conservative 
Cabinet minister jailed in 1999 on 
charges of perjury and perverting 
the course of justice. Pearson went 
on to make a name and fortune for 
himself in the City. In 1964 he 
founded the insurance brokers 
Pearson Webb Springbett, which 
went public in 1984. 

A staunch anti-communist, 
Pearson gave “financial and other 
assistance” to dissident groups in 
Eastern Europe in the 1980s and 
was elevated to the peerage by 
Margaret Thatcher, his idol, for 
services to the insurance industry. 

Pearson's opposition to the 
European Union is said to have 
hardened while in the House of 
Lords. As a member of the Lords 
EU select committee from 1992 to 
1996, Pearson, in his own words, 
became “a leading exponent of 
the case for the UK to leave the 
European Union’. He became 
increasingly unhappy, however, 
with the direction of the 
Conservative Party under 
Thatcher's successors and in 2004 
took the precipitous step of 
recommending that Conservative 
supporters vote for UKIP. He lost 
the Conservative whip as a result 
and three years later, together 
with Lord Willoughby de Broke, 
joined UKIP which, Pearson 
declared, was the “only party 
telling the truth about Europe” 

Pearson was elected leader of 
UKIP following the surprise 
resignation of Farage who stood 
down to concentrate on his 
campaign for election as the MP for 
Buckingham, where he hopes to 
oust John Bercow, the Conservative 
MP who became Speaker of the 
House of Commons last year. 


|Home news 


BNP leader to address US nazis 


Nick Griffin MEP, leader of the British National Party, 
is to address a racist gathering in the USA, 
reports David Williams. 


NICK GRIFFIN will give a talk entitled 
“Victory Against All Odds’, celebrating 
his election as an MEP, at the ninth 
American Renaissance conference, 
to be held in a hotel in Herndon, 
Virginia, near Dulles International 
Airport, on 19-21 February. American 
Renaissance describes him as “one of 
Britain's most colourful and dynamic 
young politicians’, which is certainly 
one way to describe a racist agitator 
playing politics. 

Griffin has a long track record of 
cooperation with the men_ behind 
American Renaissance and _ has 
addressed the conference twice before. 

As in previous years the American 
Renaissance conference is a black tie 
event. But it is anything but 
respectable. American Renaissance is 
an organisation dedicated to 
propagating the pseudo-scientific 
“research” of racial and racist scientists 
obsessed by their belief in the innate 
mental and moral inferiority of blacks 
compared to whites. 

Neo-nazis, Klansmen, Holocaust 
deniers, racists, eugenicists and other 
assorted extremists flock to the 
biennial conferences, which provide 
an “intellectual” veneer for their racist 
views. Those associated with 
Stormfront, the international online 
nazi forum, are particularly prominent, 
including its leader, the former 
Klansman Don Black. Jared Taylor, 
the conference organiser, is more than 
willing to accommodate his acolytes, 
allowing many of them to attend 
under fake names. 

Not everyone gets along with each 
other. The open antisemitism of some 
participants including the former 
Klansman and jailbird David Duke, 
whose organisation Griffin branded 
“almost totally non-violent” on 
Question Time last autumn, has caused 
consternation among a handful of 
Jewish racists whom Taylor had 


attracted to the event. 

Last year they staged their own 
conference under the title Preserving 
Western Civilisation. It was attended 
by Pat Richardson, the BNP’s much 


Pat Richardson addresses the inaugural 
Preserving Western Civilisation conference 
last year 


vaunted sole Jewish councillor, who 
represents a Loughton, Essex, ward 
on Epping Forest district council. 
Griffin clearly likes to keep a finger in 
every racist pie going. For his part 
Taylor publicly denounced antisem- 
itism but made no move to remove 
the neo-nazi element from his 
conference. How could he? After all, if 
he did, the conference venue would 
be virtually empty. 

Griffin’s attendance at such an event 
speaks volumes about the real nature 
of his racist politics and those of 
the BNP. The irony is that Griffin's 
participation in the American 
Renaissance conference has again 
opened a window onto his racist belief 
that blacks are genetically inferior to 
whites in the very same month that his 
party is being legally obliged to accept 
black and Asian members. That is not 
much of a recruitment advertisement 
for a party that claims not to be racist. 

No doubt Griffin's actions will give 
anyone from an ethnic minority 
community, who might be fooled into 
thinking that the BNP is merely 
opposed to “Islam” rather than the full- 
blown racist party that it is, pause 
for thought. | 


Jared Taylor 


Jared Taylor (pictured), the 
founder of the American 
Renaissance newsletter and 
organiser of its biennial 
conferences since 1994, is the 
author of several books, including 
Paved with Good Intentions: 

The Failure of Race Relations in 
America, in which he argues that 
racism is not the reason for black 
social failure in the US, and 
contributed tod Race Against 
Time: Racial Heresies for the 

21st Century. 

In an article on the chaos in 
New Orleans after Hurricane 
Katrina, Taylor wrote “when blacks 
are left entirely to their own 
devices, Western Civilisation — any 
kind of civilisation — disappears”. 

He has been publishing 
American Renaissance, a pseudo- 
scientific racist newsletter since 
1990, consistently arguing, in 
essence, for the return of racial 
segregation on the grounds that 
racial differences in IQ between 
whites and blacks mean that blacks 
are genetically unable to attain the 
same educational levels as whites. 

The logical conclusion of such 
arguments is surely that blacks are 
unworthy of belonging to the same 
society. Such views are in keeping 
with Taylor’s own “clear 
conception of the United States as 
a nation ruled by and for whites”. 
However he claims not to be a 
white supremacist. 


BNP lied about gun crime 


A BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY claim last month that third world 
gang warfare had become the biggest police concern in London 
was a lie, a Conservative anti-BNP campaign has revealed. 

A report on the BNP website stated: “Gun crime committed by 
Third World-origin immigrants and their children has become 
the Metropolitan Police's biggest area of concern as this year 
marks the predicted minority status of white people in Britain's 
capital city.’ 

It went on to claim that a new report on crime in the capital 
showed that “although the total number of offenses [sic] fell, 
gangland shootings have led to a big rise in gun crime’. 

The Nothing British campaign contacted Scotland Yard, which 
directed it to a Metropolitan Police press release. It stated: 
“Gun crime since April 2009 is 12.6% (280 offences) higher than 
the same period in 2008. The latest figures represent a slowing in 
the rate of gun crime increase (down from 17% on 30 
September). Nevertheless, the increase in gun crime continues to 
be a matter of grave concern and the subject of extensive and 
significant operational activity.’ 

There was nothing in the police statement about what type of 
gun crime was being committed - gangland shootings or 
something else — let alone any racial profile. 

Richard Barnbrook (pictured), who is running the BNP’s 
election campaign in Barking and Dagenham, has long 
campaigned about knife crime. Stoking up fear of black gun and 
knife crime, as well as decrying the variety of London's 
population, are likely to be the colour-obsessed BNP’s main 
campaign themes in Barking and Dagenham, where its prime 
national issues of withdrawing from Afghanistan and from the 
European Union are less likely to find resonance. 

The BNP’s report listed crime figures followed by the statement, 
“In 2007, the Third World-origin population of London was 
estimated to be more than two million, or about 30 percent of the 
total”, in a dishonest attempt to link the issues of crime and 
immigration. 


fees 


Turning a blind eye 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party 
has appointed Linzi Reynolds 
(pictured), wife of its head of security, 
to run its relaunched Trafalgar Club. 

According to the party’s fundraising 
literature, the Trafalgar Club “has 
provided the party with vital aid at 
crucial times” over more than ten years. 
Originally it was set up “to provide a 
way for people in sensitive jobs to help 
the party without officially joining”, 
wrote Nick Griffin, the party leader, in 
an email aimed at persuading people to 
join the club, which holds an annual 
dinner on the Saturday nearest to the 
anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar 
on 21 October. 

Now the Trafalgar Club is one of the 
means by which Griffin has been 
trying to raise money for his party in 
defiance of the ban on new members. 


For a whopping £249 a year, recently 
increased from £180, members receive 
a tie (males) or brooch (females), a 
badge, a diary and invitations to 
dinners hosted by Griffin. 


Mrs Reynolds achieved notoriety 
when the Sunday People published 
photos of her with her husband and a 
female friend enjoying group sex. 
The identity of the photographer is 
anyone’s guess. Whoever had access to 
the pictures had distributed them 
widely, although Searchlight felt it 
inappropriate to reproduce them. 

Faced with the embarrassment, 
Griffin, who claims the BNP 
champions family values, retained 
the services of Martin Reynolds as 
his bodyguard. 

A new Trafalgar Club brochure says 
the new club secretary “works full time 
to ensure the highest degree of service 
and the best possible experience for 
Trafalgar Club members”. Whether 
all their expectations will be fulfilled 


is unclear. 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |IG5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


No verdict yet in Barnbrook appeal 


A BNP COUNCILLOR’S appeal 
hearing against a standards committee’s 
decision has been adjourned after the 
panel was unable to decide whether he 
was acting in the capacity of a councillor 
when he made the remarks that were 
the subject of a complaint. 

Richard Barnbrook, deputy leader of 
the BNP group on Barking and 
Dagenham council and a member of the 
London Assembly, appealed against 
decisions by both authorities that he 
had brought them into disrepute by 
making untrue statements in a video 
about three supposed murders in 
Barking and Dagenham and leaving the 
video on his blog for four months after 
the errors were pointed out. 

Barnbrook was represented at the 
hearing on 21 January by Patrick 
Harrington, an old comrade of Nick 
Griffin from his National Front 
days and now general secretary of 
the BNP’s fake trade union 
Solidarity, acting in a personal 
capacity. The appeal panel of the 
Standards Board for England 
heard that Barnbrook had 
apologised in December for his 
errors on the video and his failure 
to remove it. As a result Barnbrook 
withdrew his appeal against the 
verdict of the Greater London 
Authority’s standards committee 
after Richard Clayton QC acting 
for the GLA pointed out that the 
apology mirrored the standards 
com-mittee’s findings. 

However Barnbrook still had 
issue with the Barking and 
Dagenham standards committee 
decision, which unlike the GLA 
verdict had stated that Barnbrook 
knew that his statements about 
murders were incorrect at the time 
he made the video. Barnbrook 
maintained that the inaccuracies 
were inadvertent rather than 
deliberate. 

Even after James Goudie QC, 


representing the London Borough of 
Barking and Dagenham, said he would 
accept the lesser position, that 
Barnbrook had not lied but was reckless 
in failing to check the facts, Barnbrook 
remained unsatisfied. The concession 
makes little difference to the question of 
whether he brought the council into 
disrepute, but gives him a political 
victory over the issue of lying. 
According to Harrington, Barnbrook 
had not been acting as a Barking and 
Dagenham councillor when he made 
the video. Although the video, which 
was played at the hearing, had 
introduced Barnbrook only as a London 
Assembly member, it had dwelt on knife 
crime in Barking and Dagenham and 
Barnbrook had talked about putting 
motions to Barking and Dagenham 
council in pursuit of his campaign. 


Richard Barnbrook, 
man of many roles 
Photo: 

David Hoffman 


In addition Barnbrook had posted the 
video on his blog on the Telegraph site, 
which described him as a councillor and 
had promoted it in a letter to the 
Barking and Dagenham Recorder, which 
he had signed off as a Barking and 
Dagenham councillor. 

Ironically Harrington was relying 
on the defence that Ken Livingstone, 
the former Mayor of London, used 
successfully against a decision that 
he had brought his office into disrepute 
by comparing a Jewish reporter for 
the London Evening Standard to a 
Nazi concentration camp _— guard. 
The Adjudication Panel for England 
suspended Livingstone but, on appeal, 
the High Court found in his favour on 
the grounds that at the time 
Livingstone made the remarks, as he 
was leaving an evening reception, he 
was not acting as Mayor. 

Faced with the same argument, 
the appeal panel in Barnbrook’s 
case was unable to reach a decision 
in the time available and 
adjourned the hearing to an 
unspecified later date. 

Barnbrook is currently 
coordinating the BNP’s effort to 
win control of Barking and 
Dagenham council at the May 
elections, as well as running the 
campaign by Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, to become MP for 
Barking. In an attempt to show 
that he was looking after voters’ 
interests during the snowy 
weather, Barnbrook, wearing his 
trademark brown suit, turned up 
with a truck at the council’s depot 
where gritting salt is stored and 
demanded that workers load up his 
vehicle so that he could personally 
grit outside old people’s homes as a 
publicity stunt. Swift action by 
GMB trade unionists, who assured 
him the areas were already being 
gritted, ensured the ridiculous man 
was sent on his way. ~< 


Epping Forest 
BNP caught lying 


WHEN A LOCAL ANTI-FASCIST group distributed an anti-BNP 
leaflet before a town council election in December, the BNP 
was quick to deny an accusation that the party was trying to bring 
a fake vicar into Loughton churches to preach hate. 

“Are we”, asked the BNP on its local website, “wow we look 
forward to that then”. 

Eager BNP members, including the party's remaining four 
district councillors, did not have to wait long. Activists who had 
descended on Barking for a weekend of campaigning in support 
of their leader Nick Griffin's parliamentary hopes on 16-17 
January were treated on the Sunday evening to a “Christian 
service’ conducted by “the Reverend Robert West of the 
Christian Council of Britain’, as the BNP website described him. 


The BNP’s fake 
reverend 
iste) olsamyecie 


The event was held in Loughton’s Murray Hall, a community 
venue that the BNP claimed was being turned into a mosque after 
local Muslims used a room there for Friday prayers. 

West, who lives in Lincolnshire and stood for the BNP in the 
European election last year, claims to be an “ordained elder” 
of the Apostolic Church though the organisation disavows any 
knowledge of him. 

The Christian Council of Britain was founded by the BNP in 2006 
as part of a ploy to use Christian images and messages in its 
campaign against Islam. Its name deliberately mimicked the 
Muslim Council of Britain. West claims biblical justification for 
the BNP’s racism and his view that a womans place is in the home, 
bringing up children. The CCB is also deeply homophobic. 

Three of the BNP’s four Epping Forest district councillors face 
election in May and local activists are campaigning hard to get 
them off the council. Two are in wards where the BNP held a 
second seat, but lost it in 2008. 


BNP councillor suspended 


The BNP’s sole Havering councillor has been 
suspended for a month for bringing the council 
into disrepute. The hearing by the council’s 
standards committee last month arose from a 
complaint by Mark Gadd, a Conservative 
councillor, whom Logan (pictured) had accused 
of not living in the borough and therefore not 
being eligible for election to the council. 

The complaint alleged that Logan had 
arranged for the observation of the property of 
the parents of Cllr Gadd and a property in Essex. 
He had also repeated his allegations in the 
local press. 

The council’s deputy monitoring officer, who 
investigated the complaint, considered that 
Logan had not treated Cllr Gadd with respect 
and had brought the council into disrepute. 

This was a long-running dispute that started 
before Logan was elected as BNP councillor 
in March 2008. Logan was previously a 
Conservative councillor but was deselected by his 
party and replaced by Gadd. 

This is the second time Logan's behaviour as a 
BNP councillor has got him into trouble. 
In December he was ordered to apologise for 
accusing the ruling Conservatives of “murdering” 
a constituent by forcing her to move from her 
bungalow, which was about to be demolished. 

Logan faces election in May alongside all the 
BNP’s London councillors. 


BNP now in 57 varieties 


THE RESIGNATION OF Alby Walker from 
the BNP in Stoke-on-Trent reduces the number 
of BNP councillors at district (and equivalent) 
and county council level to 57, including the 
BNP’s London Assembly member. Only three 
are county councillors, elected last year, and two 
of those were already district councillors. 

Richard Barnbrook on the London Assembly 
doubles up as a Barking and Dagenham 
councillor and John Burgess holds seats on both 
Stoke-on-Trent city council and Staffordshire 
Moorlands district council. 

Twenty nine BNP councillors face election this 
May and the BNP is likely to want to regain 
Walker’s seat in Abbey Green ward, where it 
holds the other two seats. 

The BNP also has several parish and town 
councillors, most of them elected unopposed in 
areas where few people want to sit on these 
bodies that have only minor powers. 


International 


MORE THAN _ 500 §anti-fascists 
braved the freezing cold of Moscow on 
19 January for a rally in memory of the 
human rights lawyer Stanislav 
Markelov and the journalist Anastasia 
Baburova murdered by nazis a year ago. 

Markelov and Baburova were 
gunned down by a masked attacker in 
Moscow’s city centre. Two nazis 
suspected of involvement in the killing 
were arrested but no date has been 
fixed for their trial. 

Anti-fascists carried posters with the 
slogans: “To remember means to fight!” 
and “Fascism will not pass!” Although 
the authorities allowed the rally, it was 


NETHERLANDS 
Islamophobe in court 


THE DUTCH far-right populist and 
Islamophobe Geert Wilders appeared 
in court in Amsterdam on 20 January 
for a pre-trial hearing on charges of 
inciting racial hatred against Muslims. 
About 200 supporters, including some 
from Belgium and Germany, applauded 
Wilders, 46, who likens the Koran to 
Adolf Hitler's Mein Kampf and is the 
producer of the anti-Islam film Fitna. 

No date has yet been set for Wilders’s 
trial. His lawyer Bram Moszkowicz 
failed to claim parliamentary immunity 
for Wilders, after arguing that the court 
had no jurisdiction to hear a case 
involving alleged misconduct by an MP. 

Wilders is accused of insulting 
Muslims by describing Islam as a fascist 
religion, calling for the Koran to be 
outlawed, inciting hatred and discrimin- 
ation by calling for the Dutch borders to 
be closed to all “non-western immi- 
grants” and demanding a halt to what he 
calls the “Islamic invasion”. If convicted, 
he could face up to two years in prison. 
Wilders’s Freedom Party has nine seats in 
the 150-seat Dutch parliament. 

Meanwhile, Temnozor, a Russian 
heavy-metal hate music band, has been 
banned from performing in the Dutch 
city of Roermond. The venue, the 
Vinegar Factory, called off the show, 
scheduled for 16 January, when it 
learned that the band had racist and nazi 
views. One of Temnozor’s CDs was 
issued on the Hakenkreuz (swastika) 
label and the band is linked to the Pagan 
Front, an international alliance of pro- 
nazi heavy-metal bands. Other members 
include Sunwheel from Poland and Der 
Stiirmer from Greece. 


‘4 Police attack anti-fascists 


banned from marching along a main 
road. When demonstrators moved to 
ignore the ban, chanting “Fascists kill, 
authorities cover them up’, riot police 
moved in and heavy-handedly attacked 
those taking part. 

Police spokesman Viktor Biryukov 
said later that 24 demonstrators had 
been detained for taking part in an 
illegal march. Anti-fascist Sergei 
Udaltsov told reporters that anti-fascists 
wanted to draw attention to Russian 
authorities’ lack of serious action against 
nazi and other extremist groups. 

Meanwhile, a nazi group in 
St Petersburg has claimed responsibility 


FINLAND 
Nazis make no impact 
ATTEMPTS BY right-wing extremist 


and racist groups to win recruits in 
Finland have fared miserably according 
to the Finnish security police, Supo, 
which says that there are fewer nazi 
skinheads in the country today than in 
the 1990s. 

Supo considers that the recession 
has, against expectations, neither 
hardened public attitudes towards 
immigrants and other minorities nor 
increased the numbers of Finnish 
right-wing extremists. Supo notes 
that Finnish extremists have links 
with violent nazis in Sweden but 
points out that their impact on 
Finnish society and politics is almost 
non-existent 


CZECH REPUBLIC 
Nazi rally flops 


DEMONSTRATIONS IN Pardubice 
and Prague on behalf of arrested nazi 
Workers’ Party members in mid- 
January turned into a fiasco with only 
about 20 people turning out. 

Earlier, the nazi web portal 
odpor.org had proclaimed that the 
demonstrations would challenge 
the “illegal detention” of its friends 
and protest at recent police 
operations against the extreme right. 
The site is connected with the illegal 
National Resistance movement 
and police reacted by arresting and 
charging three nazis for supporting 
and promoting a movement aimed at 
suppressing human rights and 
freedoms. 


for the murder of a Ghanaian citizen on 
25 December. NS-WP admitted that its 
members killed 25 year-old Solomon 
Attengo Gvadjo, who suffered 40 knife 
wounds to the stomach, head, neck, 
chest, arms and legs. 

In a video posted online including 
footage of the attack, a masked nazi 
called for further terror, concluding 
with a poster of Dimitri Borovikov, a 
nazi “martyr” killed by police in May 
2006. Members of  Borovikov’s 
group have been arrested for several 
murders and attacks on foreigners 
and members of ethnic minorities in 
St Petersburg. 


FRANCE 

FN’s debt problems worsen 
France’s extreme-right National Front 
(FN) faces the loss of a government 
subsidy of €1.8 million (41.6 million) 
for 2010 for failing to repay a massive 


debt, according to Le Parisien. 
The newspaper says that the party led 
by Jean-Marie Le Pen (pictured) owes 
€7.5 million to Ferdinand Le Rachinel, 
who helped finance its 2007 election 
campaign. The FN failed to win any 
seats and its 4.29% vote was its 
worst ever. 

Le Rachinel’s move to seize the 
subsidy follows the FN’s failure to 
recover its campaign costs, which are 
reimbursed only to parties that receive 
5% of the vote. The near-bankrupt FN 
has put its party headquarters up for sale 
for €15 million but has found no buyers. 

Undeterred by the party’s finances 
crashing around her ears, Le Pen’s 
daughter Marine has called for a 
“national reconquest” of France by the 
FN in the run-up to regional elections 
in March. 


FRANCE 


French extremists join Salem nazi march 


From Jean-Yves Camus in Paris 


SEVERAL MEMBERS of the 
Popular New Right (Nouvelle Droite 
Populaire) drove from Strasbourg to 
the Swedish town of Salem near 
Stockholm on 12 December to take 
part in the annual nazi march in 
memory of the murdered skinhead 
Daniel Wretstr6m. One member of the 
NDP delegation, introduced as 
Alexandre Thone, mounted the 
platform to call for “the unity of 
the European peoples from Brest to 
Vladivostok”. 

NDP is a populist, anti-Islamic and 
nationalist movement led by Robert 
Spieler, a former National Front (FN) 
MP who broke with its leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen in 1989 and founded 
Alsace d’Abord, a far-right regionalist 
movement that obtained seats on the 
Alsace regional council and major city 
councils in the province. 

Spieler left Alsace d’Abord in April 
2008 when members of the Identity 
Bloc took it over. Since then, relations 
between the two groups have been 
tense, as Identity and Alsace d’Abord 
seek to attain mainstream respectability 
while the NDP group in Alsace is 
becoming markedly more radical. 

NDP is also now part of the 
alliance of groups trying to offer an 
alternative to the FN. They include 
Carl Lang’s Party of France and what 


remains of the National Republican 
Movement. In November 2009, the 
annual conference of Synthése nationale 
(National Synthesis), a publication 
associated with NDP, had a roster of 
speakers that included some of the most 
extreme activists on the far right. 
Among them were André Gandillon 
from the French Nationalist Party and 
Thomas Werlet, the leader of the tiny 
anti-Jewish French Solidarity Party. 

The more or less autonomous Alsace 
branch of NDP consists of skinheads 
who, together with a similarly minded 
group from Normandy, acted as stewards 
for the Synthése nationale conference in 
Paris and later travelled to Salem. 

It is unclear how they got acquainted 
with the Swedish nazis, but the NDP 
Alsace website has a link to the British 
National Party’s Swedish friends in the 
fascist National Democrats and 
the young members seem to be fans 
of the Swedish nazi hate rock band 
Steelcapped Bisson as well as of the 
Viking rock group, Ultima Thule. 

Germany is NDP’s main interest, 
however. Le Pen all but confirmed this 
in an interview with the regional 
television channel in Strasbourg in 
2008, in which he said that the local 
NDP “does not stand for Strasbourg 
First, nor for Alsace First, but for 
Germany First”. NDP adopted “Wir 


>) —\y Another MP quits VB 


From Wim Haelsterman for Verzet/ResistanceS in Brussels 


There seems to be no end to the 
internal problems of the far-right 
Flemish Interest (Vlaams Belang). 
The end of 2009 was marked by yet 
another resignation of a VB MP. 

Luc Sevenhans (pictured), 55, who 
sits in the federal parliament and is 
from Brasschaat in the Antwerp 
region, deserted the party to join the 
moderate Flemish nationalist New- 
Flemish Alliance (N-VA). The only 
surprise was his choice of the N-VA. 
He had been expected to join the 
Christian Democrat CD&V. 


Sevenhans, who 
specialised in the 
maritime sector and 
defence, was one of 
the very few VB 
MPs who took his 
parliamentary work 
seriously. 

He quickly made 
good use of the media 
attention following his 
switch to the N-VA to 
complain about the dis- 
sension that has 


Alexandre Thone of the Popular New Right 
spoke at the Salem march 


sind das Volk” (We are the people) as its 
slogan, but the Germany it loves is not 
the democratic one. On the contrary, 
the Alsace NDP group frequently takes 
part in activities of the racist Pro-K6éln 
organisation and it is rumoured that 
some of the NDP crew will attend the 
big nazi march in Dresden in February. 

The Alsace NDP branch describes 
itself as “radical” and fantasises about 
confronting Muslim people in the 
streets. But when, after the Paris 
conference in November, some of them 
entered the heavily Muslim district of 
Barbés to distribute leaflets, they were 
very quickly asked to leave by angry 
passers-by and did not wait around to 
see what might happen next. ~ 


plagued the VB in recent years. 
These ongoing problems are con- 
tinuing to marginalise the party, 
causing it to lose votes and peo- 
ple to other, slightly less 
extreme, parties. 

According to Sevenhans, 
the VB’s difficulties are at- 
tributable to conservative 
personalities such as Gerolf 
Annemans MP, who 
regard change as a chal- 
lenge to their power and 
resist it fiercely. 


International 


Rising tide of racial violen 


An investigation into hate crimes in Ukraine 


Nazi skinheads are active in Ukraine and visible minorities are subject to racist 
violence including murder, reports Sarabjit Singh, who experienced at first hand the 
vulnerability of these communities. 


UKRAINIAN HUMAN RIGHTS groups and 
representatives of the “No borders’ 
Social Action Centre revealed the 
alarming rise in hate crimes in their 
country at a conference in Kiev attended 
by international experts on combating 
hate crime. 

Organisations represented at the 34th 
conference of the pan-European anti- 
racist organisation United for Intercultural 
Action, held late last year, included the 
Council of Europe and the Sova Centre, a 
leading hate crimes monitoring 
organisation based in Moscow. 

Apart from the conference sessions, 
delegates visited the Babi Yar Holocaust 
Memorial, which symbolises the destruc- 
tion of Ukrainian Jewry. More than 
100,000 Jews perished there, some 
34,000 of whom were machine-gunned 
over a two-day period in September 
1941. Other memorials at Babi Yar are 
dedicated to the Roma and others who 
died in the mass executions. 

In recent times an investigation team 
led by Patrick Desbois, a French Catholic 
priest, has unearthed mass graves 
from the “holocaust by bullets” in 
Ukraine’s Second World War killing fields, 
including one of around 48,000 Jews in 
the southern village of Bogdanovka. 
Many more lie undiscovered. 

After the conference Searchlight spoke 


to victims of hate crimes to gain an 
insight into the extent of racial violence. 
The stories from African medical students 
who had endured violent racist attacks 
did not make easy listening and victims 
felt betrayed by the authorities’ lack 
of concern. 

Every visible minority person | met — 
Jews, Muslim Tartars, Roma, and people 
from China, India and the Middle East — 
had suffered racism, from racist verbal 
abuse to violence. African refugees and 
asylum seekers are particularly vulnerable 
as they are targeted by police over their 
legal status and then are subject to 
violent attacks from nazi skinheads and 
racists. Many fear for their lives. 

Walking to and from metro stations and 
waiting for buses is stressful as these 
areas are the scene of racist attacks. 
Some African victims had nearly been 
murdered by nazi skinheads or other 
racists. They were saved either because 
they fought back or because the 
perpetrators fled when _ potential 
witnesses appeared. 

The nazi music scene operates freely 
and nazi skinheads hold white power 
concerts similar to those of Blood and 
Honour elsewhere. Nazi rap groups 
have also emerged as a voice of hate. 
Nazi skinheads have assaulted families of 
embassy staff, with the result that many 


~ Victor Gbenda-Charles, a 39- 
year-old refugee from Sierra 
Leone, was set upon by two 

youths who stabbed him ten 
times on a Kiev street on 8 
March 2008. He died on the 
spot. His funeral turned into 
a march against racism. 


embassy websites warn foreign visitors to 
Ukraine to be extremely cautious. 

Kiev, the capital, has the highest level of 
racially motivated violence, but two years 
ago around 150 nazi skinheads launched 
an attack on a similar number of Indian 
engineering students in the eastern city 
of Zaporizhia. Two nazi skinheads 
were hospitalised after pitched battles 
between the two groups. 

The local police chief played down the 
violence describing it as “minor 
hooliganism nothing terrible’ It was clear 
from speaking to victims that the police 
did not take hate crimes seriously. 
Often the police were more interested in 
the victim's legal status than in 
apprehending the attacker. 

Sometimes victims of racist stabbings 
end up being charged themselves, 
because they have caused minor injuries 
to their attackers, while defending 
themselves. In one disturbing incident a 
victim of a racial attack by skinheads 
reported the crime to the police, only to 
be told by a police officer that “the police 
are the real skinheads of Ukraine’ 

Institutional racism and corruption are 
widespread in the Ukrainian police. 
For example Roma people, including 
children in some cases, are routinely 
fingerprinted, | photographed = and 
entered onto a police database. 
Police often carry out dawn raids without 
search warrants or explanation and 
assault Roma people in their homes. 
The police do not record hate crimes and 
most of the data are recorded by non- 
governmental organisations. 

There is a small but organised nazi 
skinhead movement of around 500 in 
Kiev and around 2,000 nazi skinheads 
nationally. The numbers are low 
compared to Russia, from where they 
obtain their murderous guidance. 
Instructions on Russian nazi websites 
about how to murder and get away from 
the scene have been translated and 
placed on Ukrainian nazi websites. 

As an orthodox Sikh | witnessed first 


ce and killings in Ukraine 


hand how vulnerable visible minorities 
felt on the streets of Kiev when nazi 
skinheads shouted abuse at me at a 
metro station. One was on his phone 
calling for backup. Fortunately | was with 
a group from the United conference and 
we were long gone before anything 
could happen. 

As | walked through the market a 
member of the public shouted “Yid” at me 
in Ukrainian. Perhaps he thought | was an 
orthodox Jew! We avoided certain areas — 
for example United delegates were told to 
avoid Khreshatyk, considered an extremely 
dangerous place for visible minorities, 
where nazi skinheads congregate. 

While | was in Kiev, a football match was 
being held on a Saturday afternoon. 
As the supporters came into town so did 
the hooligans and nazis to hunt down 
visible minority people to attack. My anti- 
fascist guide identified some nazis so we 
took cover. They vanished after a while, 
but another came and stood behind me, 
saying nothing. He walked off when | 
turned round. Things got a bit tense and 
we entered a museum for safety. 

What was clear was the climate of fear of 
being attacked. Racist violence was not a 
matter of if, but of when. Parts of Kiev and 
other parts of Ukraine are too dangerous 
to visit because of the presence of nazi 
skinheads. | noticed that no visible 
minority people walked alone. Most used 
taxis after dark. Foreign students and other 
minorities walk in large groups for safety. 
| found that even though | was part of a 
group, | still did not feel | could let my 
guard down for a moment. 

Many students from India and Nigeria 
choose to stay on the university campus 


"All different all equal" read 
the banner at an anti-fascist 
demonstration in Kiev on 9 
May 2008. Anti-fascists 
have suffered attacks from 
nazi skinheads for opposing 
them. Photo Maksym 
Butkevych 


Yaakov Dov Bleich, Chief 
Rabbi of Kiev and Ukraine, 
hears about Searchlight's 
work from Sarabjit Singh 
Photo: Maksym Butkevych 


because of the danger. Even so, those 
to whom | spoke complained that there 
was no security on campus to protect 
them from nazi skinheads, who have 
attacked foreign students on and around 
the university. 

Since Ukraine’s Orange Revolution of 
2004-05 there has been little attempt by 
government at integrating society and 
educating Ukrainians about other 
cultures. Foreign students are segregated 
from mainstream university life despite all 
those to whom | spoke wishing to 
integrate with Ukrainian students. 

A far-right group calling itself Ukrainian 
Patriot organised a torchlight vigil to 


protest against foreign students 
supposedly having better accom- 
modation than Ukrainian students. 


The reality is that foreign students 
live without hot water and heating. 
Political activities are normally banned on 
campuses, yet the march went ahead. 
Such events took place on two occasions 
with the support of the SBU state security 
service, despite the fact that it has set up a 
specialist department to combat racism 
and xenophobia and to investigate and 
prevent hate crimes by racist groups. 

There are also violent antisemitic 
attacks on Jews and their places of 
worship, notably the swastikas daubed 
on 300 graves in a Jewish cemetery in 
Odessa in 2007. Jews have been stabbed 
and shot at and antisemitic graffiti have 
appeared on Jewish property. 

The interregional academy of person- 
nel management (MAUP), a_ privately 
run university, is the leading source 
of antisemitic literature and hosts 
antisemitic conferences. Its publication 


peddles racism and hatred of Jews and 
the former Ku Klux Klan leader David 
Duke has lectured there. - 

Searchlight and a delegation from the 
“No Borders” Social Action Centre, headed 
by Maksym Butkevych, visited the Chief 


Rabbi of Kiev and Ukraine, Yaakov 
Dov Bleich, to tell him about the work of 
the United network and Searchlight. 
Welcoming us, he recognised how 
vulnerable victims of hate crimes felt and 
at the request of Searchlight offered to 
support the anti-fascist movement in 
Ukraine and the No Borders project, 
declaring he was happy to get involved in 
this important work. 

Ukraine is not the only country that has 
a problem with racism. However what 
was obvious was the lack of official 
concern about combating racism and 
protecting those who suffer racist 
violence. 

Various international human rights 
organisations have put pressure on 
the Ukrainian authorities, to do more 
to protect communities under attack. 
Racist violence is only now being 
documented by NGOs, and monitoring 
and awareness campaigns are being put 
in place. In the meantime African 
refugees, foreign students and other 
visible minorities continue to suffer the 
horror of racist violence and _ racially 
motivated murders. ~ 


M@ Sarabjit Singh has attended UNITED 
for Intercultural Action conferences on 
behalf of Searchlight for several years, 
where he is able to exchange good practice 
and develop common themes for tackling 
racism across Europe. 


International 


AUSTRIA 


Welcome home: far-right rivals mend fences 


From Martin Jordan for UNITED in Vienna 


THE CARINTHIAN branch of the late 
Jorg Haider's Alliance for the Future of 
Austria (BZO) has reunited with the 
extremist Freedom Party of Austria 
(FPO). The development, which takes 
place against the background of a 
banking scandal that involved the BZO 
and Haider, reveals yet again the 
intrigues, driven by money and power, 
of the Austrian extreme right. 

Uwe Scheuch, the chairman of the 
BZO in Carinthia, has renamed his 
organisation the Freedom Party of 
Carinthia (FPK). It will remain a 
separate party but will cooperate 
closely with the FPO and form a 
common faction in’ the Austrian 
Parliament. The national BZO’s political 
future now looks shaky because its 
standing has, to a large extent, 
depended on its strength in Carinthia. 

Haider formed the BZO in 2005 after 
splitting from the FPO to found a “cool, 
snappy and young” party with a 
superficially more liberal appearance 
than the extremist FPO. The party and 
its policy were centred on_ its 
charismatic creator who, even now, 
still has the status of a near saint in his 
home state of Carinthia. 

The national election of September 
2008 was Haider's last “hurrah” 
Two weeks later he was dead in a car 
crash, leaving the BZO virtually 
leaderless. The following year was an 
unmitigated disaster for the party, 
its only election success coming in its 
stronghold of Carinthia. 

In those circumstances = an 
embarrassed reunification with the 
FPO always seemed likely. Yet the 
announcement came unexpectedly, 
not only for the public, but also for 
most members of both parties. 

Nevertheless, when the FPO 
leader Heinz-Christian Strache shook 
Scheuch’s hand to confirm the unity 
agreement in front of the television 
cameras, Strache’s Schadenfreude 
towards his former enemy was 
almost tangible. 

There may be another reason for 
their antagonism. It now appears that 
the rushed “unity” decision was, at 
least in part, an attempt to mitigate 


the effects of a financial scandal 
involving the Carinthian BZO. 

Two days before the FPO-BZO deal 
was sealed, the Austrian state had 
nationalised the  Carinthia-based 
financial institution, Hypo Group Alpe 
Adria (HGAA). The bank, of which 
Haider was a board member, had been 
on the verge of collapse, partly as a 
result of making toxic loans, many of 
them in Eastern Europe. Haider had 
never shied off from using it as a 
personal piggybank to finance his 
policies and for his shady personal 
prestige projects in Carinthia. 

In 2007, Haider, who was the 
Governor of Carinthia, was keen to sell 
off HGAA to gain money quickly for 
Carinthia’s depleted state funds and, 
less obviously, for the benefit of a 
private investment group, led by his 


Heinz-Christian Strache 
and Uwe Scheuch seal 
the deal 


German friend Tilo Berlin, which had 
bought 25% of the bank some months 
earlier. 

In an ill-judged deal, the Bavarian 
regional bank BayernLB bought a 
stake of 50% plus one share in HGAA 
for €1.63 billion (£1.45 billion) from 
the Carinthian state and Berlin's 
private investment group, which had 
paid a lower price to buy its shares. 
HGAA subsequently revealed it had 
financial problems. 

At the same time, the Carinthian 
government secured HGAA‘s credit- 
worthiness by underwriting guarantees 
for its liabilities to the tune of €19 
billion. In return, Carinthia became 
entitled to an annual commission that 
Haider immediately claimed in advance 
until the year 2010. 

Carinthia’s total annual budget is 


only about €2 billion. Because the 
province could never have met the 
bank's liabilities and because HGAA 
was considered a key part of the 
Austrian banking system, the Austrian 
state nationalised it to prevent its 
collapse. BayernLB’s involvement with 
HGAA, which was intended to expand 
BayernLB’s reach in southeast Europe, 
cost it around €3.75 billion. 

German prosecutors are now 
investigating BayernLB’s purchase of 
HGAA and are looking at several 
suspects and a number of possible 
offences. 

During the course of HGAA‘s 
nationalisation the political atmos- 
phere in Austria bordered on the 
frenetic, with the Carinthian BZO 
crowing that it had scored a big victory 
over Vienna and the Austrian state 
because Carinthia will still benefit 
financially from the guarantees of the 
bank's creditworthiness until 2017. 

For reasons that are not entirely 
clear, the BZO came out of the 
negotiations with the government in 
Vienna with a handsome political 
profit. Carinthia, it appears, now 
only needs to contribute €200 miilion 
to HGAA‘s - stabilisation. Austrian 
taxpayers will foot the rest of the bill 
for the rescue. 

This political victory for the 
Carinthian BZO over the Vienna 
political and financial establishment 
was greeted with glee by the BZO 
Governor of Carinthia, Gerhard Défler, 
who in his typical chauvinistic manner 
gloated, “We are not as negro as 
they think”. 

His joy might be short-lived. It is not 
certain that the BZO/FPO reunification 
will significantly increase the FPO's 
influence, although it has potentially 
eliminated rivalry on the far right. 
The BZO'’s Carinthian voters feel 
cheated and might not automatically 
vote for the FPO at the next election. 
It will also not be easy for Strache to 
protect his “clean” image from the 
scandalous antics of his “new” old 
friends and keep them and his party 
members in line with all their own 
ambivalent feelings about this mess. 


Questions over source of 
Jobbik’s money 


By Janosz Malterik in Budapest 


AT THE RALLY in Budapest on 
23 October 2008 in commemoration 
of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, 
Gabor Vona, leader of the fascist 
Jobbik party, made the surprise 
announcement to his jubilant 
supporters that he would invite 
foreign observers to the next 
Hungarian parliamentary elections to 
prevent any fraud. 

These observers would not, 
however, be from Western 
democracies but from Iran, and the 
main invited guest would no less a 
figure than the Islamofascist Iranian 
president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 

The announcement came after 
some years of developing relations 
between Hungarian extreme-rightists 
and Middle Eastern radical 
Muslim circles. 

In February 2003, Vona flew to 
Yemen to make a speech at a pan- 
Arab conference. At that time, he was 
a member of the Citizens’ Circle 
founded by Viktor Orban, leader of 
the right-wing Fidesz party which is 
currently the main opposition to the 
Hungarian government. 

In 2007, Vona met Ali Reza Irvas, 
the Iranian Ambassador in Budapest, 
supposedly to strengthen “Magyar- 
Persian ties”. And on 9 March 2009, 
the Iranian Tehran Times praised 
Krisztina Morvai, now a_ Jobbik 
MEP, for her “absolute agreement” 
with prosecution of what she termed 
“Israeli war criminals”. 

Whether Jobbik also receives 
financial help from Iran is not proven 
but it is well known that Jobbik is 
hardly strapped for cash. As the 
Hungarian weekly paper ES has 
written, it is a proven fact that other 
Hungarian right-wing extremists 
received large sums of money from 
the former Iraqi president Saddam 
Hussein. The recipient of that 
largesse was a small far-right party 
called Magyar Erdek (Magyar 
Interests), led by Izabella Kirdly, to 
which 250 million forints (£835,000) 
were funnelled through the Iraqi oil 
enterprise, SOMO. 

Orban's government of 1998-2002 


» ‘ 


Krisztina Morvai, Jobbik MEP 


knew very well that Kirdly was funded 
by Saddam Hussein but his Foreign 
Minister, Janos Martonyi, played the 
issue down when challenged about it 
in parliament. The Public Security 
Minister, Ervin Demeter, also 
rejected any investigation of Kirdly’s 
activities although he was well aware 
that she had visited Iraq, during the 
embargo, 20 times in two years. 
According to ES, all the evidence 
indicates that Hungarian right-wing 
extremists still maintain extensive 
links with Muslim radicals. 
Hitler's Mein Kampf, for example, 
is published in Hungarian by 
the Swedish antisemitic internet 
portal belonging to Radio Islam. 
And the UK Muslim website 
www.mathaba.net regularly gives 
favourable coverage to Jobbik. 
The site was set up by Istvan Lajos 
Szondy, who was born in London but 
is of Hungarian origin. Szondy is said 
to have converted to Islam in 1990, 
adopting the name Adam Musa 
King. ~= 


GERMANY 


New magazine aims to 
dominate right-wing media 


From Michael Klein for Antifa-Net in Hamburg 


A NEW FASCIST monthly has 
hit newsstands all over Germany. 
Titled Zuerst (First), its editor 
Dietmar Munier, a longstanding far 
right activist, is trying to widen 
the audience for his nationalist and 
racist message. 

Munier, 55, joined a revanchist 
youth organisation in 1969 and 
moved on to the nazi National 
Democratic Party's (NPD) youth 
organisation two years later. In the late 
1970s, he became a leading activist in 
the League of Patriotic Youth (Bund 
Heimattreuer Jugend), an outfit that 
played an important role in 
indoctrinating youngsters with racist 
and revanchist ideas. 

For more than a decade, Munier also 
ran a bookshop and meeting place 
for fascists in the centre of Kiel, in 
Schleswig-Holstein, but strong anti- 
fascist campaigning forced him to move 
to the nearby village of Martensrade, 
where he could carry on his growing 
fascist activities untroubled. 

In his walled compound he 
operates as a bookseller and publisher, 
owns several companies and employs 
fellow fascists. He also controls 
Action German Koénigsberg, which 
he launched in 1991, and its sister 
organisation, the Russian-German 
Cultural Association Trakehnen, 
established a year later. 

These two organisations were a 
front for German nazis to buy land 
and build centres in former East 
Prussia in an effort to re-Germanise 
this area. Since 1993, two hamlets 
have been built in Jasnaja Poljana and 
in Szirgup6nen in pursuit of this aim. 

By the time that Russian officials 
had taken a critical look at the fascists’ 
activities and banned Munier from 
entering the country in 1996 much of 
the work had been done, mainly by 
former BHJ activists. Munier’s 
organisations also ran a school in East 
Prussia where German fascists taught 
the German language and far-right 
world view. Richard Edmonds, a co- 
founder of the nazi British National 
Party, taught there for a time. 


Munier, who was a guest of honour 
at one of the NPD’s recent party 
conferences, has started Zuers¢ in an 
attempt to reshape the far-right 
media in Germany. The 84-page, 
full-colour magazine with a claimed 
circulation of 86,000 aims to 
reach readers outside the far right. 
The cover of the first edition 
asks “Who really rules Germany” 
and the answer is a regurgitation 
of simplistic conspiracy theory about 
“adventurers and backroom boys”. 
Although the magazine tries to 
conceal its fascist character, the use 
of terms such as ensartet (degenerate) 
give the game away. 

Munier sees his new project as a 
counterweight to what in his view is 
the left’s media hegemony. The first 
issue decries the supposed privileges 
of migrants in Germany, laments legal 
restrictions on Holocaust liars and 
defames an anti-fascist youth camp as 
a military training camp. 

With it he hopes to dominate the 
far-right media in Germany and 
establish an alternative to the 
extremist weekly Junge Freiheit. 
A smart operator always on the 
lookout for a business opportunity, 
he bought the monthly Nation & 
Europa, founded in 1951 by former 
SS men and one of the most 
influential magazines on _ the 
German far right, to get hold of 
its subscribers’ list. However he failed 
in an attempt to buy the far-right 
journal Deutsche Geschichte (German 
History). The start of the new 
magazine has created some 
nervousness at Junge Freiheit because 
its editors fear competition for 
donations from well-off far rightists. 

Anti-fascist opposition to Zuerst 
is already being planned. One of the 
main lines of political attack is 
the magazine’s distribution by the 
large Bauer publishing house in 
Hamburg. Preventing the magazine 
from being distributed to a large 
number of newsstands would be a 
serious setback for Munier and his 
fascist allies. ~< 
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AN EXTREME-RIGHT group has 
obtained official recognition for the 
first time in Moldova's history? 

Sergiu Lascu, the leader of the fascist 
Legionnaire Movement of Moldova 
registered his organisation as the 
National Christian Movement (MNC) 
at the Moldovan Justice Ministry. 
He claims about a hundred members. 

After the post-election riots of April 
2009 in Chisinau, Moldova's. capital, 
Lascu was arrested and charged with 
playing an active role in the disorders. 
However charges were dropped after 
the ruling Communist Party was 
defeated and replaced by a right-wing 
coalition when the election was rerun 
in July 2009. 

"We do not find anything extremist in 
the activities of Lascu or in the 
registration documents presented by 
iaVinancon uated anlialciegya=.<elr-liarcemalionclarelae) 
Tanase, the Minister of Justice. Tanase is a 
member of the right-wing Liberal 
Democratic party and son of the editor of 
the right-wing newspaper  Timpul, 
which has in the past republished the 
antisemitic works of the Romanian- 


French writer Paul Goma. This material 
HTavel[re (slo haat-Mare)co)d(olere-lalecr-ianiia(er-|at(al (a 
“The red week: Bessarabia and Jews’, 
AVY al (ela ©)ce)an) ele =ve Moco) (=) ov tg Wl 0) 
community, and articles justifying the 
policy of the fascist dictator lon 
Valco) alecxe@ 0 lal si=ixr-]¢-] elt (avey)\"alV/(e)(e(e)17-) m 
In response to protests from left- 
Wdiare Me] cole) okra iarel [Urol lave maar-me)e) efestiuie)a) 
Communist Party, at the Justice 
Ministry’s decision to register the 
fo] col) ofa i= k-Xel0 Jum vo) (o ati a p{ am at -Vcwm fe) a]| 
unimedia: “It is not the first time we 
have been accused of extremism. 
MiV<xe CoM aXolmaalial quar-|mcarem o)colnateldlela ne) 
late) aCoyarclicvan mre] ave im @lalaciar-laliaval cam [lal.<axe| 
with extremism. Corneliu  Zelea 
Codreanu is a model for us to follow.’ 
Codreanu was the _ bloodstained 
leader of the fascist, antisemitic Iron 
Guard — also known as the Legion of 
the Archangel Michael — in interwar 
Romania. He has been idolised by 
various postwar fascists, including the 
National Front Political Soldiers of 
the 1980s under the leadership of 
Nick Griffin, now chairman of the 
British National Party. 


Lascu continued: “I am an adept of 
Legionairism, which is a non-political 
doctrine and which has never been 
condemned by any legal or judicial 
institution. We can see in the central 
park in Chisinau many monuments to 
the Legionnaires. Many schools bear 
their names, among them Mircea 
Eliade, Emil Cioran, Lucian Blaga.” 
These are Romanian philosophers and 
writers who at some _ point 
sympathised with fascist ideology. 

Lascu, who is also known as Seif 
(Safe), maintains strong connections 
with his counterparts in Romania, and 
Talce)aunt-]4(e)aMmemr-] fe) ] am al Comm U(e)(eLe)'Z-10 
group as well as his articles are 
published in the Romanian Iron 
Guard hardcore antisemitic monthly 
Obiectiv Legionar (Legionnaire Focus). 
There have been reports that he has 
been personally involved in anti-gay 
activities, including physical assaults 
and in desecrating memorials to Jews 
FTave esto) (<1 axe) (6 [1s 

The Moldovan Jewish community, 
meanwhile, is becoming increasingly 
concerned at the recent growth of 


antisemitism and inter-ethnic tensions. 
On 13 December, during the Jewish 
festival of Hanukkah, a mob of extremist 
Christian Orthodox believers, led by the 
priest Anatoly Chibrik, vandalised a 
Hanukkah menorah that had been 
erected in Chisinau’s central square near 
the monument of Stefan the Great, the 
Maataxe l(a] Gl alacier-lamiuce) (ele) 7-landlaren 

Police were present throughout the 
incident but did not intervene and 
the Moldovan ruling political class 
has studiedly avoided recognising 
this clearly antisemitic act as such. 
The vandalism was strongly con- 
demned by the international Jewish 
community, the American Embassy in 
Chisinau, Amnesty International and 
fold al-lme)cer-lalcy-1 (oaks 

Hanukkah _ has traditionally been 
celebrated in Moldova and had passed 
without antisemitic incidents until 
last year. The Jewish community 
has appealed to the prosecution 
authorities to take proceedings 
against Chibrik. Their response so far 
has been that there is no evidence on 
Vial (elm ceMelat-1ce(=e-layvelalce <i 
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International 


Banning 
minarets: 
the Northern 
League did 
it first 


By Alfio Bernabei 


IT WAS NOT THE Swiss who first 
had the idea of banning minarets, but 
the Italians. So, at least, claims Cesarino 
Monti, the former mayor of Lazzate, 
northern Italy, who provides a good 
example of a growing trend of local 
authorities taking the law to their own 
hands to implement measures against 
immigrants of all sorts, pandering to 
racism and xenophobia. 

“In Lazzate we did it way back in 
2005. We banned minarets through 
local planning measures specifically 
designed for the purpose”. Monti, who 
is now Lazzate’s councillor for urban 
planning, belongs to the Northern 
League, an ally in Silvio Berlusconi’s 
government. 

Dismissive of referenda as an 
unnecessary concession to _ political 
correctness, Monti explained how urban 
planning did the trick for his town. 
“Our regulations stated that all rooftops 
have to project a 70% inclination 
towards the soil, chimneys must be 
either rectangular or square, arches have 
to conform to the local architectural 
traditions; this is enough to prevent 
minarets being built or indeed any 
form of dwelling resembling the 
Moorish style.” 

The town of Varallo, also in northern 
Italy, has also come up with its own 
rules, this time to prevent women 
supposedly causing a threat to security 
by their dress. Mayor Gianluca 
Buonanno, also of the Northern League 
and an MP, has put his signature on 
posters prohibiting the “burka, burkini 
and nigab throughout the local 


territory”. The posters, which cite 
reasons of public order, are in both 


Italian and Arabic. The design, of a red 
circle and bar on pictures of the banned 


garments, is based on traffic signs the 
breach of which normally involves a 
fine. The implication is that citizens 
have a duty to report to the authorities 
women who break the rules. 

If elected local authorities come up 
with such ideas, who can _ stop 
shopkeepers such as one in the town 
of Empoli, near Florence, who last 
month displayed a notice stating 
“Entry forbidden to Chinese who do 
not speak Italian”? 

Mayors like Monti and Buonanno 
have every reason to feel supported by 
the government. Roberto Maroni, 
Italy's Interior Minister, also of the 
Northern League, has welcomed 
the idea of a Swiss style referendum 
on banning minarets in the knowledge 
that the climate of racism and 
xenophobia sweeping the country 
would almost certainly produce a yes 
vote. “The minarets are not merely a 
question of urban planning,” he said, 
“we must remember that before 
becoming Pope, [Joseph] Ratzinger 
stated that the unresolved question of 
Islam is the connection between politics 
and religion. This means that religious 
symbols acquire a political significance 
of dominance and control over 
the territory.” 

Maroni’s direct reference to the Pope 
hides a bargaining proposal. In essence 
he tells the Vatican: you stop criticising 
our anti immigration measures and 
in exchange the Northern League 
will push ahead with the anti-Islam 
campaign and the petition for the 
protection of the crucifix as a symbol 
of Christianity. 

The petition is already under way. 
The Northern League has set up 
hundreds of street stands to collect 


enough signatures to enable the Italian 
government to request a revision of 
the European Court of Human Rights 
ruling last November that the crucifixes 
that hang in most Italian classrooms 


are a violation of religious and 
educational freedoms. 

The fascists of Forza Nuova are 
campaigning for the crucifix in their 
own way. Militants have staged raids on 
public buildings to ensure that the 
symbol is displayed. In Genoa they 
entered the Regional Centre for 
Education and hung crucifixes on the 
walls. In Savona they marched through 
the streets in the name of “Christianity, 
the nation and the people”. In Rome 
they entered the offices of the Radical 
Party and left crucifixes inside. 
In Bergamo they wrapped wooden 
crosses in the Italian flag with the words 
“Dio, Patria, Famiglia” (God, nation, 
family) and hung them along the 
main street and from the bridges. 
Forza Nuova posters showed a white 
hand rescuing a crucifix from grisly 
spider-like fingers, painted in black. 

The party leader, Roberto Fiore, who 
has rejected rumours of an extramarital 
affair with Mussolini’s granddaughter, 
Alessandra, after reports of a secretly 
shot video appeared in a newspaper, 
announced that the protection of the 
crucifix will be one of the main themes 
of his campaign in the election for the 
council in the Lazio region, of which 
Rome is the capital. His name is among 
the candidates for regional President. 
He is unlikely to get more than 1.5% of 
the votes. 

Thirteen regions will go to the polls 
at the end of March in what will be the 
first major electoral test since last year’s 
European election. ~= 
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North Africa Eastern Front 
RAF Hawker Hurricane Mark One Mk 1, V7524, TPS of 73 Soviet Airforce Yakovlev Yak-7, the slogan in Russian reads 
Squadron, El Adem, Libya, February 1941. ‘From the Politodelets Collective Farm to the Defenders of Stalingrad.’ 


Normandy Pacific 
RAF Hawker Typhoon 1B, JR371, TPR of 198 Squadron, US Navy Vought F4U-1D Corsair, 152 Squadron VF-84, 
Falaise Gap, Normandy, June 1944. aboard USS Bunker Hill (CV-17), February 1945. 


The first Christmas of WWII was seventy years ago - a People’s War against Fascism, 
our shirts a tribute to those who joined this battle in North Africa, Stalingrad, 
Normandy and the Pacific. Their cause was hope, the enemy of Nazis then, and now. 


Christmas last posting dates: Rest of the World, Europe, United Kingdom. 
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sporting outfitters of intellectual distinction 


<a Searchlight 


The magazine of the HOPE not hate campaign 


Every month, for nearly 35 years, Searchlight has been 

exposing the far right in Britain and abroad. It carries out 
investigations, reports on fascist activity and highlights 
our own campaign. It is the first port of call for activists, 
academics and journalists. 


The BNP hates it. 


So if you want to keep yourself informed on 
what is going on in the BNP and learn about 
the HOPE not hate campaign around the 
country you should subscribe to Searchlight. . 
In addition to the magazine, you will receive xar ae mp. 
our Extra supplement - aperiodic 12-page ft Fae aes 4 
magazine that takes an in-depth 
look at a particular issue. 


Subscribing by standing order will 
save you 20% on the cover price 
and protect you from future 

price rises. 

Searchlight, the essential magazine 
for HOPE not hate organisers. 
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